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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday in the Season of Creation 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Lord God of grace and liberty, 
On the night of the Passover the sacrificed lamb became a sign of freedom and you freed the 
people of Israel from slavery in Egypt. In Jesus, you freed all humanity from sin and death. Help us 
live into this new life, teaching us to serve you in faithfulness as you have served us. To you we 
offer our gratefulness in the name of the one who turned slavery into new life, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 
Psalm: 104:1-2a; 31-35 
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
Grace to you and peace, in God our deliverer. Amen. 
OK so we’re continuing on our whirl-wind tour of the Old Testament. And we’re just skimming right, 
just picking up bits and pieces of the story as we go along, to remind ourselves of the greater arc of 
God’s relationship of faithfulness with God’s people. So we started off in the beginning, with the 
story of Creation, and the story of Adam and Eve, and then we moved on to Abraham and Sarah, 
and last week we picked up on the story of Joseph and his brothers. And today we find ourselves in 
Egypt, right in the middle of the epic story of the Exodus. 
 
Now if you’d like a refresher on the Exodus, you can sit down tonight with a bowl of popcorn and 
watch The Prince of Egypt, or Exodus: Gods and Kings. Or perhaps if you love the classics, 
Charlton Heston’s The Ten Commandments. Or watch all three – what else are you going to do 
during a Code Orange, right?  



2 
 

Anyway, here’s the Coles Notes. Four hundred years after Joseph, the Israelites are still in Egypt. 
And just as God promised Abraham, they have become a mighty nation. There are so many of 
them, in fact, that Pharaoh is intimidated by them. So he instructs his officers to force the Israelites 
into hard slavery, to make bricks and mortar for Egyptian cities. And over time, Pharaoh’s 
taskmasters become more and more ruthless, and the Israelites are suffering more and more. So 
the Bible says, “The Israelites groaned under their slavery, and they cried out. Out of slavery their 
cry for help rose up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered God’s covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
 
God sees the suffering of the people of Israel. God hears their cries. God remembers the promises 
God made to their ancestors. And God decides to act. 
 
So God calls Moses. God appears to him in the burning bush, and says, “Moses, I have seen the 
misery of my people. I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
suffering, and I have come to deliver them. And Moses, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
  
So Moses goes to Pharaoh, and he brings his brother Aaron with him. And they say to Pharaoh: 
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: “Let my people go!!!” 
 
Now you can imagine that Pharaoh might find this little act quite amusing. “Who is the LORD? I 
haven’t heard of this God. Is the LORD a match for the gods of Egypt? Can the LORD do battle with 
Osiris, or Isis, or Ra? Don’t waste my time!” 
 
Now we know what happens. The LORD indeed does battle with the gods of Egypt. The LORD 
sends nine plagues – blood in the Nile, frogs, gnats, lice, a livestock disease, boils, hail, locusts, and 
darkness. Before each plague, Moses warns Pharaoh, and gives him a chance to let Israel go. But 
Pharaoh is defiant. Each time, Pharaoh decides that his power over the Israelites is more valuable 
to him than the well-being of his people. So God sends the plagues. 
 
Now I have to admit, I really struggle with this story. There’s a lot of violence. There’s a lot of 
collateral damage. And I’m a pacifist. I believe in a loving God, a God of peace. I struggle with the 
idea that God would send plagues on a people. I mean, we’re talking biological warfare and 
scorched earth kind of stuff here. This is way out of my comfort zone. 
 
But Pharaoh has a choice in all of this too. If Pharaoh had listened to Moses and Aaron, he could 
have avoided all of this destruction. But he didn’t. Not only did Pharaoh ignore Moses and Aaron, 
and not only did he ignore the cries of the Israelites, but he ignores the cries of his own people too. 
Pharaoh’s own people suffer because of his decisions, because of his defiance, and he doesn’t 
care. His own power is more important to him than the suffering of his people. 
 
I wonder if we have some Pharaohs in our world today too. Pharaohs who care more about their 
own power than the suffering of their people. Pharaohs who would rather let their people continue to 
suffer, rather than admit their own failings. And perhaps we share in Pharaoh’s sin, when we are so 
focused on our own rights and freedom, that we ignore the pleas and the suffering of others. 
  
However, at the end of the day, this isn’t a story about Pharaoh and his false gods. It’s a story about 
the Living God, who hears the cries of God’s people, who sees their suffering, and who acts. A God 
who remembers God’s promises. A God who delivers God’s people from slavery to freedom. A God 
who would move heaven and earth – who would literally part the sea – for the people God loves. 
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So today, we hear about the meal that the people of Israel share on the eve of their deliverance. A 
meal of roasted lamb and unleavened bread. A roasted lamb, whose blood will mark the doorposts 
so the final plague will pass over their house. Unleavened bread, baked without yeast because there 
is no time to wait for the bread to rise. The final meal of their bondage, and the first meal of their 
freedom. 
 
And the powerful thing about this passage we hear today is that Moses isn’t just giving the people 
instructions about how to prepare for their escape from Egypt. He’s giving them instructions for a 
ritual that will continue to tell the story of that night for generations to come. He’s saying to the 
people: I know what you have suffered. I know the wounds and the scars of your slavery. I know the 
chaos and confusion that you are experiencing. And I know that the future is uncertain. But there will 
come a time when all this is over. There will come a time when your grandchildren will ask you, 
“Grandpa and Grandma, why do we eat this meal every year, with the roasted lamb and unleavened 
bread?” They will ask you this, because they will not know what slavery feels like. And you will tell 
them, “It is so that we always remember what God has done for us. How God delivered us from 
slavery, and led us to freedom.” 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Trusting in your mercy, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Loving Creator, we give you thanks and praise for Earth and all its wonders. We give you thanks for 
all living creatures – for fish and birds, for reptiles and mammals, for animals wild and domestic. We 
give you thanks for the incredible diversity of life on this planet. Teach us to protect the earth and its 
biodiversity. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our protector, watch over all those affected by the wildfires on the Pacific coast – those who 
have lost their homes, their communities, and even their lives in the fires, and those affected by the 
thick smoke both in the US and Canada. Be with firefighters who are working tirelessly to contain 
the fires. We pray for rains and cooler weather to bring relief. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Liberating God, you freed the people of Israel from bondage and oppression in Egypt. We pray for 
all victims of oppression and injustice. Especially today we lift up those seeking freedom from 
oppressive government in Belarus, victims of conflict in Armenia and Azerbaijan, and victims of 
police brutality and systemic injustice, both in the United States and here in Canada. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for our country and our world in this ongoing pandemic. We pray for those 
who are most vulnerable in our communities – for those who are elderly, for those with 
compromised immune systems, for those living in care homes, and for front line workers. We also 
pray for protection for teachers, students and all those who work in the education system. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We 



4 
 

also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Bob Desrochers and Rick 
Penner. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NEW COVID UPDATE ON WORSHIP SERVICES 
As many know, Winnipeg and 17 surrounding communities including East St. Paul have been put 
into a Restricted Code Orange by Manitoba Public Health beginning Monday, September 28. One 
major restriction is group sizes both indoors and outdoors will be reduced to 10 people. As we had 
hoped to begin in-person services on Thanksgiving Sunday, this will not be happening.  
 

On October 4, Prince of Peace will continue with live-streamed (recorded) services only. There will 
be no in-person services until further notice. 
 

Services will be live-streamed at a new time 11:00 am each Sunday and will alternate between 
Prince of Peace and Abundant Life, starting with PoP on October 4.  
 

Thank you for being patient with and standing by us and the changes made as we navigate this 
ever-changing pandemic. God is good. Stay safe! 
 
LIVING OUR FAITH - READ: BIBLE BOOK CLUB 
You are invited to a year of reading the Bible! Beginning this September, ELCIC National Bishop 
Susan Johnson has invited you to consider forming a Bible Book Club with members of your church, 
your friends, family or others from your community as a way to study scripture and discuss the Bible 
together. 
September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, to which the emphasis has 
shifted from prayer to reading. Each month you will focus together on a different book of the Bible. 
The second month, October, is reading the book of Deuteronomy. Click on the Living our Faith link 
above to access questions.  
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
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• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


