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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of justice, 
You love exalting the humble and showing mercy to sinners. Give us that same heart for the 
oppressed, that we might work for the betterment of all and the coming of your kingdom on earth, in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: 1 Samuel 1:1-20 
Psalm: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
1 Sam 1-2 – Hannah’s Prayer 
 
Grace and peace to you in the Faithful One, our steadfast rock, and our refuge, amen. 
 
So we’re continuing on this warp-speed tour though the Hebrew Scriptures – the Old Testament. We 
started in Genesis, then we moved to Exodus, to hear the story of how God lead Moses and the 
people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, into the desert, all the way to Mount Sinai, where God gave 
them the Ten Commandments. And today we find ourselves in the land of Israel, in a place called 
Shiloh, where there is a temple to the LORD.  
 
But to get here, we’ve skipped over a lot. We’ve skipped over forty years of wandering in the desert! 
We’ve skipped over the story of Joshua, and how he led the people of Israel to capture the land of 
Canaan (you know, Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho…) And we’ve skipped over 
the entire book of Judges (though in my opinion, we didn’t miss much, except maybe some stories 
of cool people like Samson and Deborah). 
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And now we’re here, at the end of the period of the Judges, and on the verge of a new era – the 
monarchy, when God will anoint the first king of Israel! 
 
So today, we’re going to delve into the story of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, the prophet of Israel. 
Now Hannah’s story is an incredible story. In her story we encounter this courageous woman 
struggling with despair and bitterness and heartache, but God speaks into her life, and she finds joy 
and new life, and she becomes a mother.  
 
So, has anyone ever watched the show Sister Wives? Well, Hannah had a sister-wife named 
Peninnah, but they did not have a good relationship. You see, their husband, Elkanah, played 
favourites – Hannah was his favourite wife. But only Peninnah had children with him. You can see 
where this could get ugly, right? Though Elkanah and Hannah tried to have children, Hannah 
remained childless, and as the years went on she sunk deeper and deeper into sadness. And to 
make matters worse, Peninnah, the bully, took every opportunity to rub it in her face. 
 
Things were especially hard for Hannah when it came time for their annual trip to the temple, to 
make their sacrifice to God. As the time drew closer and closer, Hannah sunk deeper into 
depression and despair. In her aching heart, she felt forgotten. She wept, and wept, and there were 
days where she was so sad she couldn’t even eat. In fact, when it came time for the big celebration 
feast in the temple, Hannah couldn’t even force herself to take one bite.  
 
For many people, the pain of not being able to have children – of longing to be a parent but not 
being able to, whatever the reason may be – it can be a heavy burden to bear. Some of us here 
have felt the weight of Hannah’s burden. All of us have friends or family members or neighbours 
who have felt the weight of Hannah’s burden.  
 
And I want to acknowledge that, because what Hannah is experiencing is very real, it’s very human. 
And the Bible acknowledges that, and perhaps by remembering Hannah’s story in church we as a 
community of faith can honour her experience, and also the experience of those who carry similar 
burdens. 
 
Now the two men in the story did not honour or validate Hannah’s experience. Her husband, 
Elkanah, tried to console her, but he could only offer Hannah shallow consolation. At the feast he 
tried to make her feel better: “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why are you not eating? You have 
me… isn’t that enough?” This was not helpful. In fact, it made Hannah feel even more alone, and 
empty, and bitter. So she got up and left the table, and went into the sanctuary to pray. She was so 
disturbed in spirit that she could not even find the breath to pray out loud… but in silent prayer she 
poured out her soul before God.  
 
Now Eli, the priest, watched her, and he was even less helpful than Elkanah. Eli made an 
assumption. He assumed that Hannah was drunk. And so he decided to shame her, and he told her 
to stop making a drunken spectacle of herself. I’ve got to be honest with you; this is definitely not a 
shining example of pastoral care! In fact, Eli’s careless words could have driven Hannah away from 
God completely. But instead, Hannah summoned up all the courage she had, and she found her 
voice, and she told Eli about her despair, and her bitterness, and her anxiety, and how she wasn’t 
pouring herself a drink, she was pouring out her soul before the Lord. 
 
And then something amazing happened, because God spoke to Hannah through the mouth of this 
incompetent priest, and God made Hannah a promise. Now the words that Eli spoke were simple 
words: “Go in peace, and may God answer your prayer.” But what Hannah heard was God’s voice, 
saying: “Hannah, my beloved child. I have never forgotten you. I have been holding you in my heart. 
I have been weeping with you. My heart has been aching for you. And I have a promise for you: that 
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where you have wept, I will bring joy; where you have despaired, I will bring hope; where you have 
felt only barrenness, I will sow new life.”  
 
This was God’s promise for Hannah. And this is also God’s promise for us. Now we know that God 
answered Hannah’s prayer with a miracle – Hannah and Elkanah had a baby boy, Samuel, and he 
became a great prophet. And we also know that most of our prayers do not get answered with 
miracles, do they? Grief, and loneliness, and anguish are all deeply ingrained in our experience of 
what it means to be human, and placing our trust in God doesn’t necessarily mean that God will 
always rescue us from these experiences. But the message for us today is not that God is a God 
who fixes all of our problems, but rather, that God is a God who has a promise for us, a promise of 
new life in the midst of barrenness. And this promise has the power to transform us, and the power 
to transform the world around us. 
 
You see, it wasn’t the miracle of Samuel’s birth that transformed Hannah’s life, that brought her out 
of her sadness. It was God’s promise. It was God’s promise that lifted Hannah out of her despair; it 
was God’s promise that melted away her bitterness; it was God’s promise that reminded her that 
she was not alone, that she was not forgotten. It was God’s promise acting in her life that freed her 
to experience joy again, that freed her to eat a meal with her family again, that freed her to embrace 
her husband again, and through the power of God to become a mother.  
 
And just as God’s promise had the power to transform Hannah’s life, God’s promise has the power 
to transform our lives, and the lives of those around us. And just as God’s promise came into 
Hannah’s life through the mouth of a bumbling and incompetent priest, don’t be surprised if God 
chooses to speak words of promise into your life through people you least expect. Don’t be 
surprised if God takes ordinary, flawed, broken people, and uses them to speak words of promise to 
you. And perhaps someday you may find that you are that flawed, broken person that God has 
called to share God’s promise of new life with those around you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Trusting in your mercy, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Faithful God, send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith communities across the 
globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in the ELCIC, our Synod, our 
Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our partners in the Anglican Church of 
Canada. We also pray for our companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon. 
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
God of grace, we give you thanks for Isla and Harrison, baptized today. Pour your Spirit upon them 
as they begin their new lives clothed in your Son, Jesus Christ. Bless their parents, Shad and 
Jessica, Justina and Jared, and their sponsors, Sharla and Craig, Amanda and Brett, as they raise 
Isla and Harrison in faith and love. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
Living God, protect and save all who are threatened by natural disasters. We pray for those affected 
by flooding in Cambodia, and those affected by forest fires and smoke on the Pacific coast. Hear us, 
O God, Your mercy is great. 
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God our keeper, watch over and guard those who are suffering in any way. Be with those who do 
not have adequate housing, those who are afflicted by poverty and hunger, those caught in cycles of 
abuse, addiction, or domestic violence. Be with those who are feeling isolated, and those affected 
by depression and anxiety. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, we pray for all who are affected by this pandemic. We pray especially for those affected 
by outbreaks in our own province, including care homes, especially Parkview Place, the community 
of Little Grand Rapids, the Headingley Correctional Centre, and students, staff, and families of John 
Pritchard School. Strengthen and protect all who are working on the front lines during this pandemic 
- especially the Red Cross, health care workers, and first responders. Comfort those who are 
grieving. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence). 
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIVESTREAM SCHEDULE FOR  WORSHIP SERVICES.  
 

Prince of Peace will live-stream this Sunday, October 18 at 11:00 am. Abundant Life will live-stream 
the service on Sunday, October 25 at 11:00 am for Reformation Sunday.  We will continue to 
alternate services in November.   There will be no in-person services until further notice. 
 
Please let us know how you are experiencing the livestream and recorded service.   Send an email 
to Deborah POP office to let us know.    How was the picture, sound, and connection?    
 
 

Thank you for being patience with and standing by us and the changes made as we navigate this 
ever-changing pandemic. God is good. Stay safe! 
 
MOM’S PANTRY FUNDRAISER 
This year POP is again having Mom’s Pantry as a fundraiser. Mom’s Pantry offers two methods of 
ordering – online or by using the printed fundraising catalogue and order form. Online ordering is 
being highly encouraged, especially during these COVID times. When ordering online from the 
website momspantry.ca, at checkout you must click on “Fundraiser Order (Group Pickup)” and use 
the order number 320216 and the group passcode 12781. These numbers are specific to POP’s 
fundraiser.  
If one chooses the printed catalogue and order form, they will be available at the church, or they 
may be sent or delivered to your residence.  
The last day for Mom’s Pantry orders will Sunday, November 15. This is for both online and printed 
order forms. Printed forms must be delivered to Laima Nyysola by November 15.  
The pick-up of your purchased items will be on Saturday, November 28, at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, between 10:30 and 11:00 am. If for some reason you cannot pick-up your order, 
arrangements can be made for it to be delivered to you. Thanks in advance and Happy Selling!  
If you require assistance with regards to accessing a catalogue and order form, submitting your 
printed order, or the pick-up of your purchased items, please contact Laima Nyysola at  



5 
 

204-255-6823. (PS. Spread the word and encourage friends and neighbours, co-workers and other 
family members to participate all POP fundraisers.) 
 
PRINCE OF PEACE WINTER FUNDRAISER PROGRAM WITH GLENLEA GREENHOUSE  
Prince of Peace will be holding a winter fundraiser with Glenlea Greenhouse. Some of the items 
available are poinsettias, evergreen door swags, evergreen containers, succulent gift boxes, 
succulent containers and plant gift cards. Place your order online until November 6, 2020. There are 
simple steps to shopping and paying online at Glenlea Greenhouses website at 
www.glenleagreenhouses.com.   

1) Select “Start Shopping the Winter Fundraiser Products” on home page and then select “Winter 
Fundraiser”,  

2) Shop, search and select all your items,  
3) When finished shopping Select “Cart” then under Delivery method click on “To support all items 

fundraiser group”, 
4) Select your group Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church” Seller Type “Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church”. Click “Check out”,  
5) Then fill out your information and pay by credit card.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Coss 204-254-1488. If you have a paper order 
form, make your cheque out to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. You can drop it off in the mailbox 
at the church. Just call the office 204-256-8712 to let us know you did that. WE WILL CONTACT 
YOU WITH THE EXACT DELIVERY DATE. Delivery date will be either the last week of November 
or first week of December. 
 
LIVING OUR FAITH - READ: BIBLE BOOK CLUB 
You are invited to a year of reading the Bible! Beginning this September, ELCIC National Bishop 
Susan Johnson has invited you to consider forming a Bible Book Club with members of your church, 
your friends, family or others from your community as a way to study scripture and discuss the Bible 
together. 
 

September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, to which the emphasis has 
shifted from prayer to reading. Each month you will focus together on a different book of the Bible. 
The second month, October, is reading the book of Deuteronomy. Click on the Living our Faith link 
above to access questions. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
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FEATURED IN LATEST ISSUE OF THE MNO SYNOD NEWSLETTER! 

ACTS OF THE MNO GRANT – The ACTS of the MNO Synod funds are available to ministries, 
groups or individuals in the MNO Synod who submit an application articulating a ministry 
experiment or project that is grounded in the mission of the Gospel, expands the reach and 
impact of the church, and responds to the reality of the context.    

SHARED MINISTRY NEWS WITH ABUNDANT LIFE 

There are two announcements in the MNO Newsletter that feature Abundant Life this week! One is 
the Memorial Garden project receiving an Acts of the MNO Grant.  

ACTS of the MNO Grant--Memorial Garden at Abundant Life, 
Winnipeg 
Abundant Life Lutheran Church in Winnipeg has received an ACTS of the MNO Grant of $10,000 to support the 
creation of a memorial garden. The dream for the memorial garden came from the desire to create a space for 
members of Abundant Life to be buried in a place of significance for them, but also for a desire to make it available 
to the community as well.  There is not another cemetery in the area, so the memorial garden will be available for 
the whole community, creating an opportunity to strengthen visibility and connection with those not yet part of a 
faith community. The memorial garden will be created in a small area of the church property just off the existing 
patio (pictured), and will have a raised flower bed in the shape of a cross. This will be surrounded by patio stone, 
with privacy walls built to provide protection from the winds until proper shrubs can grow. The area will include 
benches and a potential water feature. The Abundant Life Memorial Garden seeks to be a plot of holy ground, set 
apart to honor the past, present and future of the community, as well as be a witness to the faith professed by 
members of Abundant Life. 

The other is Candace Kostna (new member at ALL) who is receiving a grant to research and 
develop a website on faith formation at home! To read their full newsletter or to subscribe to their 
newsletters visit their website at mnosynod.org or by clicking this link: 
https://mailchi.mp/a76db15fceb9/march-31-2020-covid-19-update-5068928?e=5ad4abe101  

 
INSTALLATION OF REV. DR. MARC JERRY AS EIGHTH PRESIDENT OF LUTHER COLLEGE 
For over a century, Luther College in Regina, Saskatchewan has provided a quality education in a 
Christian context to hundreds of thousands of secondary and post-secondary students. There have 
been seven Presidents of Luther College during this time, each making their own unique 
contribution. Their strong leadership and dedication has helped to shape the College into what it is 
today: a well-respected institution that is distinguished by the Lutheran heritage of excellence in 
scholarship, freedom to pursue the truth, and an awareness of living in God’s grace. 
 

On Sunday (October 18), The Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry will carry on this proud tradition as he is installed 
as the eighth President of Luther College. The worship service will be live-streamed at 3:00 p.m. 
(SK time) from the Christ Lutheran Church in Regina, SK, and can be viewed at 
www.luthercollege.edu/installation. 
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REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


