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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God our Creator, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of 
your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in 
willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm: 118:1-4; 21-29 
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
Desert Faith 

Grace to you and peace, in God who delivers us from slavery into freedom. Amen. 
 
As we continue our whirlwind tour of the Old Testament this fall, we find ourselves today in the 
desert, at the foot of Mount Sinai. Last week we heard about the Passover, the final meal of the 
people of Israel before their exodus from Egypt, and how God delivered them from the hand of 
Pharaoh, from slavery into freedom, by parting the Red Sea. 
  
So the good news is that the people of Israel are free! They are no longer slaves! They have the 
freedom to choose their own destiny, the freedom to build a nation for themselves!  
 
The bad news, on the other hand, is that they are in the middle of the desert. The land of Egypt is 
behind them. And the Promised Land, the land of Canaan, is before them. But in order to get to the 
Promised Land, they have to go through a lot of desert. 
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Now we all know that the Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years. That’s a long time, isn’t it? 
Now the crazy thing is that it shouldn’t have taken them 40 years to cross the desert. In today’s 
story, they’ve reached Mount Sinai, after marching for about three months. And they stay at Mount 
Sinai for forty days, as Moses receives the Torah – the Law – from God on top of the Mountain. Now 
Mount Sinai is about halfway between Egypt and Israel. In theory, it should have only taken them 
another three or four months to get to the Promised Land! Not 40 years! But as we’ll find out, things 
didn’t go quite as planned… 
 
Wandering in the desert… I wonder if we can relate. I wonder if 2020 has been a wandering in the 
desert kind of a year. I remember back in March, thinking to myself, “Well, maybe we’ll be in the 
clear by Easter.” Wow. Easter right? I had no idea. Easter came and went, and maybe we felt like 
we had a bit of a reprieve this summer. But six months later, we’re here. Thanksgiving Sunday. And 
we ain’t in the Promised Land yet. Nope, we’re still here. Still wandering in the desert. Still stumbling 
through a pandemic, stumbling through a Code Orange. Perhaps some of us are getting together 
with immediate family for a Thanksgiving Dinner. Perhaps many of us are waiting, or doing that 
awkward dinner-over-Zoom thing. For many of us, this will be a different thanksgiving. For many of 
us, it still feels like we’re wandering through the desert. For many of us, it feels like there is still a lot 
of desert left to go. 
 
You can imagine that for the people of Israel, this wilderness journey has not been easy. But God 
has been with them. God has been guiding them, leading them in the pillar of cloud by day, and fire 
by night. Leading them, and feeding them, with manna from heaven. And here they are, at Mount 
Sinai, and Moses has gone up the mountain to receive the Torah – the constitution for this new 
nation of Israel. And the mountain is covered with thick smoke, and there is thunder and lightning…. 
The people know that God is still there! 
 
But it’s not long before they get restless. They’re uncomfortable with this God that Moses keeps 
talking about – a God who acts with terrifying signs and wonders, a God who is leading them way 
out of their comfort zone, an unseen God. They want something else. A god they can see. A god 
they can touch. A god they can make in any image they want. A god who won’t lead them places 
they don’t want to go. A god who will always say “yes” and who will never say “no.”  A god they can 
control. 
 
So they corner Moses’ brother Aaron, and they say to him, “Make us gods who shall go before us. 
As for this Moses guy, we don’t know what happened to him!”  
 
And Aaron gives in to the peer pressure. So Aaron instructs the people to give him their gold 
jewellery – gold they plundered from the Egyptians, mind you – and he stokes up a forge, and he 
fashions a Golden Calf. 
  
Now Aaron knows that he’s disobeying God. But he tries to justify himself, by passing off this calf, 
not as a new god, but as the real God, the one true God – the LORD, the same God who brought 
Israel out of Egypt. So you can imagine why the LORD is not happy with Aaron! “OK, Aaron, I 
thought I made it clear. Do not make any graven images. That’s a commandment. You broke it. Not 
only that… is this what you think I look like? You think I look like a cow????” 
 
And when Moses comes down the mountain, he’s pretty ticked at Aaron as well. But Aaron tries to 
pass the buck. “Now calm down, Moses! It’s not my fault! It was the people, they cornered me! They 
pressured me into making them a god! They gave me all their gold… and I threw it in the fire… and 
out leaped this calf!” 
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Sometimes the advent of a crisis draws people together… we find ways to put aside our differences 
and work together to overcome it. But time can take its toll. People get restless. Dissatisfaction 
creeps in. Fingers start pointing. In the middle of the desert, it’s easy to lose faith. 
 
So how do we keep the faith, in this season of desert-wandering? How do we keep the faith, when 
we are so done with face masks, and social distancing, and restrictions, and the daily news? How 
do we keep the faith, in the middle of the wilderness? 
 
I think that God calls us to keep the faith, by keeping the story. There’s this phrase that keeps 
appearing in today’s text: “The God who brought you out of the land of Egypt.” That’s actually the 
start of the Ten Commandments: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. You shall have no other gods before me.” It’s a commandment. But it’s also an invitation. An 
invitation to keep telling the story. 
 
And I wonder if this Thanksgiving, we can keep the faith, by keeping the story. By sharing those 
stories of God’s faithfulness – stories when we felt God’s presence, stories when God pulled us 
through. Moments where God gave us peace in the middle of a storm. Moments when God showed 
up in the face of another human being.  
 
I would encourage you this Thanksgiving – whether your gathering is small or large, whether it’s 
around a table, or over Zoom, or simply a phone call – I would encourage you to share those 
stories. To not only share what we are thankful for – food, family, shelter – but also, stories. 
Because those stories remind us that the God who was with us when we took our first breath is the 
God who is still with us today. And that God – the God who brought us up out of the land of Egypt – 
is the God who will bring us through the desert, and into the Promised Land. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people, talents, and resources needed for all the 
ministries of your church. Even in the midst of these challenging and uncertain times, we give 
thanks for the work you have accomplished through your people. Lord, continue to bless the ministry 
of our congregations, especially our worship, music, confirmation and youth ministry, and our care 
for one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Bountiful God, you feed us through the richness of the land, water, sunlight, and ample crops. Bless 
all those who cultivate the land to bring forth its bounty, especially farmers, gardeners, and migrant 
workers. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, you open our hearts in compassion for one another. We pray for all who are in need at 
this time, especially for those separated from their families, those facing financial uncertainty, and 
for those who are afflicted by poverty and hunger. We pray especially for the work of food banks, 
soup kitchens, and homeless shelters, including Winnipeg Harvest, Siloam Mission, and The Urban. 
Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
 
Hospitable God, you connect and strengthen us through meals and conversation with family and 
friends. In this time of thanksgiving, steer us from passive receiving to active response, from old 
quarrels to reconciliation, and from overconsumption to true gratitude. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, we pray for all who are affected by this pandemic. We pray especially for those affected 
by outbreaks in our own province, including outbreaks in care homes, at the community of Little 
Grand Rapids, and students, staff, and families of John Pritchard School. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the love and care we have received from saints who have gone 
before us. By their example, enrich the generosity of our witness to others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NEW COVID UPDATE ON WORSHIP SERVICES 
Winnipeg and 17 surrounding communities including East St. Paul have been put into a Restricted 
Code Orange by Manitoba Public Health beginning Monday, September 28. One major restriction is 
group sizes both indoors and outdoors will be reduced to 10 people. We had hoped to begin in-
person services on Thanksgiving Sunday, but this will not be happening.  
 

Abundant Life will live-stream the service for Thanksgiving on Sunday, October 11 at 11:00 am.  
Prince of Peace will live-stream on Sunday, October 18 at 11:00 am. There will be no in-person 
services until further notice. 
 

Thank you for being patience with and standing by us and the changes made as we navigate  this 
ever-changing pandemic. God is good. Stay safe! 
 
LIVING OUR FAITH - READ: BIBLE BOOK CLUB 
You are invited to a year of reading the Bible! Beginning this September, ELCIC National Bishop 
Susan Johnson has invited you to consider forming a Bible Book Club with members of your church, 
your friends, family or others from your community as a way to study scripture and discuss the Bible 
together. 
 

September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, to which the emphasis has 
shifted from prayer to reading. Each month you will focus together on a different book of the Bible. 
The second month, October, is reading the book of Deuteronomy. Click on the Living our Faith link 
above to access questions. 
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Prince of Peace will be participating in 2 Fundraisers before the end of the year.    The funds will be 
used to purchase livestreaming equipment and the possibility of hiring someone to do this task. 
 
MOM’S PANTRY FUNDRAISER 
This year POP is again having Mom’s Pantry as a fundraiser. Mom’s Pantry offers two methods of 
ordering – online or by using the printed fundraising catalogue and order form. Online ordering is 
being highly encouraged, especially during these COVID times. When ordering online from the 
website momspantry.ca, at checkout you must click on “Fundraiser Order (Group Pickup)” and 
use the order number 320216 and the group passcode 12781. These numbers are specific to 
POP’s fundraiser.  
If one chooses the printed catalogue and order form, they will be available at the church, or they 
may be sent or delivered to your residence.  
 
The last day for Mom’s Pantry orders will Sunday, November 15. This is for both online and printed 
order forms. Printed forms must be delivered to Laima Nyysola by November 15.  
 
The pick-up of your purchased items will be on Saturday, November 28, at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, between 10:30 and 11:00 am. If for some reason you cannot pick-up your order, 
arrangements can be made for it to be delivered to you. Thanks in advance and Happy Selling!  
 
If you require assistance with regards to accessing a catalogue and order form, submitting your 
printed order, or the pick-up of your purchased items, please contact Laima Nyysola at  
204-255-6823. (PS Spread the word and encourage friends and neighbours, co-workers and other 
family members to participate all POP fundraisers.) 
****************************************************************************************************************** 

 
PRINCE OF PEACE WINTER FUNDRAISER PROGRAM WITH GLENLEA 

GREENHOUSE 
POINSETTIAS, EVERGREEN DOOR SWAGS, EVERGREEN CONTAINERS, SUCCULENT GIFT 

BOXES, SUCCULENT CONTAINERS AND PLANT GIFT CARDS 
  

PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE UNTIL November 6, 2020.    
There are simple steps to shopping and paying online at Glenlea Greenhouses website 
at www.glenleagreenhouses.com. 1) Select “Start Shopping the Winter Fundraiser Products” on home 
page and then select “Winter Fundraiser” ,  2) shop, search and select all your items, 3) when finished 
shopping  Select “Cart” then under Delivery method click on “To support all items fundraiser group.    4) 
Select your group Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church” Seller Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church”.  Click “Check out”.  5) Then fill out your information and pay by credit card.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Bonnie Coss   204 254-1488. 

If you have a paper order form, make your cheque out to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.   You can drop 
it off in the mailbox at the church, just call the office 204 256-8712 to let us know you did that.   

WE WILL CONTACT YOU WITH THE EXACT DELIVERY DATE.    

Delivery date will be either the last week of November or first week of December 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Due to the statutory holiday on Monday, October 12, Deborah will be in the office Tuesday and 
Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
 


