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Sunday, September 27, 2020 
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Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of dreams and hope, 
You spoke to Joseph in his dreams, and those dreams led him to great danger. Yet you used the 
challenges in his life to save the lives of others. In you, no good thing is accidental. You work in us 
and through us, even when we are not aware of your presence. Help us to know that you are with 
us, and that only you are capable of turning all evil to good. Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-36 
Psalm: 104:1-2a, 24-30, 35b  
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
“Behold, Here Cometh the Dreamer” 
 
I closed my eyes, drew back the curtain 
To see for certain what I thought I knew. 
Far far away, someone was weeping 
But the world was sleeping, any dream will do. 
 
I wore my coat, with silver lining 
Bright colours shining, wonderful and new 
There in the east the dawn was breaking 
While the world was waking, any dream will do. 
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This is the story of Joseph. 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat. 
Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob. 
Joseph, the dreamer. 
 
In a way, the story of Joseph acts as a bridge between two worlds – between the world of the 
patriarchs, of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and his family – and the world of the 
exodus. Last week we heard about how God made a promise to Abraham, to make him the 
ancestor of a great nation, to make his descendants as numerous as the stars. Now, three 
generations later, Abraham and Sarah’s grandson, Jacob, has twelve sons, who will each become 
ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Now at the time of the story, there are only eleven children, and Joseph is the youngest. But he is 
his father’s favourite, and everyone in the family knows it. His older brothers are jealous. They are 
reminded of their father’s favouritism every time Joseph wears his beautiful coat that Jacob gave 
him, and it makes them angry.  
 
But Joseph isn’t innocent in all this either. He has dreams – dreams that all of his older brothers will 
bow down to him. And he brags about these dreams, and that makes his brothers hate him even 
more.  
 
One day Joseph’s brothers – Reuben, Simeon, Judah, and the rest – are out in the field, grazing the 
sheep. Joseph is at home, where he doesn’t have to get his beautiful coat dirty. And Jacob sends 
Joseph to see how his brothers are doing. This is not going to be pretty. 
 
As Joseph comes over the hill, his brothers spot him and his beautiful coat in the distance. And they 
plot against him. And they say to one another: “Behold, here cometh the Dreamer. Let us slay him, 
and see what becomes of his dreams.” 
 
Close every door to me, keep all the world from me 
Bar all the windows, and shut out the light. 
Do what you want with me, hate me and laugh at me 
Darken my daytime, and torture my night… 
 
So when Joseph comes near, his brothers ambush him, and they throw him in a pit. But instead of 
killing him, they decide to make a profit off of him. They decide to sell their brother… to sell him as a 
slave. For twenty shekels of silver. Twenty shekels of silver – the price of their brother’s life. 
 
Close every door to me, keep those I love from me 
Children of Israel are never alone… 
 
Joseph is sold into slavery. Sold as a slave to Potiphar, an Egyptian officer. Now Joseph’s story is 
full of plot twists and intrigue – he rises in Potiphar’s house, only to be thrown into prison on the 
accusation of seducing Potiphar’s wife. But in prison, he gains a reputation for interpreting dreams… 
and when Pharaoh himself has a disturbing dream, the guards bring Joseph in to interpret it. 
Joseph’s interpretation of the dream wins Pharaoh’s respect, and Pharaoh makes him a powerful 
officer in his court. And Joseph manages Egypt’s resources so wisely that even in the midst of a 
devastating seven-year famine, Egypt’s storehouses still have enough grain to feed the people. 
 
And it’s in the midst of this famine that Joseph’s family – his brothers who sold him into slavery – 
come to Egypt looking to buy bread. The same brothers that once said to one another: “Behold, 
here cometh the Dreamer. Let us slay him, and see what becomes of his dreams.” 
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Well, Joseph’s dreams have come to pass. His brothers are right in front of him, on their knees, 
begging for mercy. And now that Joseph is in the position of power, he has the opportunity to take 
revenge on his brothers. But instead of revenge, he chooses the path of mercy. Instead of 
perpetuating the cycle of violence, he chooses to seek the path of reconciliation. 
 
So the story of Joseph has a happy ending. But the shadow of slavery will continue to linger over 
the house of Israel. Four hundred years later, the Israelites will find themselves as slaves to the 
Egyptians. Waiting for liberation. Waiting for freedom. Waiting for God to act. 
 
Wade in the water. Wade in the water, children, 
Wade in the water. God’s a-gonna trouble the water… 
 
The shadow of slavery looms large in the story of the people of Israel. And the shadow of slavery 
looms large over our world as well. The pyramids of Egypt were built by slaves, and so, one might 
argue, was the United States. For four hundred years, the people of Israel were slaves to Pharaoh, 
and for four hundred years, slave ships crossed the Atlantic Ocean, carrying African men and 
women to the Americas to be sold as slaves.  
 
The shadow of slavery has loomed over our own country as well. Before 1833, slavery was legal in 
Canada. And even the great Canadian Pacific Railway was built on the backs of Chinese labourers, 
who were forced to work in deplorable and unsafe conditions, and paid next to nothing.  
 
And still today, the shadows of slavery, exploitation, and racism loom over our world. Those who 
refuse to let the memories of George Floyd, Jacob Blake, Breonna Taylor, and so many others… 
those who refuse to let their memories be forgotten, remind us that those shadows still haunt our 
world. Today, we are faced with the same decision Joseph was: will we perpetuate the cycle of 
violence against our brothers and sisters, or will we seek the path of reconciliation? 
 
Early morning, April four 
Shot rings out in the Memphis Sky 
Free at last, they ask for your life, 
They could not take your pride 
 
In the name of love… 
One more in the name of love… 
 
“I have a dream,” said Dr. Martin Luther King. “I have a dream that my four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character.” 
 
Dr. King’s dream was that one day, those shadows of slavery, exploitation, and racism would 
evaporate, and a new day of freedom, equality, and fellowship would dawn for all people. And Dr. 
King was assassinated for that dream, early in the morning on April 4, 1968, in Memphis 
Tennessee. Today, there is a plaque outside the Lorraine Motel, where Dr. King was shot. And it 
reads: 
 
“Behold, here cometh the Dreamer. Let us slay him, and see what becomes of his dreams.” 
 
Dr. King’s dream wasn’t just a dream. It was a vision. A vision shared by many others – Nelson 
Mandela, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Jesus. A vision that one day we might turn away from the path 
of violence, and seek the path of reconciliation.  
Amen. 



4 
 

___________________________________ 
Songs used in this sermon: 
“Any Dream Will Do” by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
1968. 
 
“Close Every Door” by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
1968. 
 
“Wade in the Water” Traditional African American spiritual. 
 
“Pride (In the Name of Love)” Bono and U2, 1984. 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Loving Creator, we give you thanks and praise for Earth and all its wonders. We give you thanks for 
the atmosphere – for the way that it protects and sustains life on our planet. Teach us to be mindful 
of the atmosphere, and to protect it from pollution. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our protector, watch over all those affected by the wildfires on the Pacific coast – those who 
have lost their homes, their communities, and even their lives in the fires, and those affected by the 
thick smoke both in the US and Canada. Be with firefighters who are working tirelessly to contain 
the fires. We pray for rains and cooler weather to bring relief. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of freedom, the story of Joseph reminds us of the continued presence of slavery today. We 
pray for victims of human trafficking, for those working in the sex trade, for underpaid workers and 
those who labour in unsafe work conditions. We pray for those living under the burden of debt. 
Teach us to be advocates for justice, and to work towards the abolition of slavery in all its forms. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for our country and our world in this ongoing pandemic. We pray for those 
who are most vulnerable in our communities – for those who are elderly, for those with 
compromised immune systems, for those living in care homes, and for front line workers. We also 
pray for protection for teachers, students and all those who work in the education system. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of wisdom, guide our congregation and our Shared Ministry as we plan for ministry this fall. 
Give us wisdom, and keep us safe as we return to in-person worship. Bless our youth ministry and 
confirmation ministry. Be with all in our faith family who are feeling isolated or lonely. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We 
also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Bob Desrochers and Rick 
Penner. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NEW UPDATE ON WORSHIP SERVICES 
As many know, Winnipeg and 17 surrounding communities including East St. Paul has been put into 
a Restricted Code Orange by Manitoba Public Health beginning Monday September 28. One major 
restriction is group sizes both indoors and outdoors will be reduced to 10 people. As we had hoped 
to begin in-person services on Thanksgiving Sunday, this will not be happening.  
 
Pastor Jeremy and the chairs at Prince of Peace and Abundant Life have made the decision to be 
proactive and we have cancelled tomorrows' outdoor, in-person service at Abundant Life. It will be 
livestreamed instead at 9:45 am. If you miss the live-stream and still want to see the service, it will 
be recorded and available later in the day to watch in its entirety. 
 
On October 4 Prince of Peace will continue with live-streamed (recorded) services only. There will 
be no in-person services until further notice. 
 
Services will be live-streamed at 11 am each Sunday and will alternate between Prince of Peace 
and Abundant Life, starting with PoP on Oct 4th.  
 
Thank you for being patient with and standing by us and the changes made as we navigate this 
ever-changing pandemic, God is good. 
 
Bonnie Coss  
Prince of Peace Chair  
 
LIVING OUR FAITH - READ: BIBLE BOOK CLUB 
You are invited to a year of reading the Bible! Beginning this September, ELCIC National Bishop 
Susan Johnson has invited you to consider forming a Bible Book Club with members of your church, 
your friends, family or others from your community as a way to study scripture and discuss the Bible 
together. 
September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, to which the emphasis has 
shifted from prayer to reading. Each month you will focus together on a different book of the Bible. 
The first month, September, is reading the book of Genesis. Form your Bible Book Club, read the 
appointed book, use the introduction taken from the Lutheran Study Bible, download the prepared 
questions and join in the discussion. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
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• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


