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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Third Sunday in the Season of Creation 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of the covenant, 
As you promised Abraham descendants as numerous as the stars, you have also promised us that 
we might live under those stars as your people, faithful and loved. Show us how to live as your 
people, and how to nurture all your children with whom we share the same canopy of sky night after 
night. Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 
Psalm: 104:1-2a, 14-23, 35b  
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
Learning to be a Good Ancestor 
 
In the summer of 2016, Alyssa and I took a road trip through the Maritimes. We started in Halifax, 
and one of the first places we visited was Pier 21. We were fascinated as we toured through the 
historic pier, soaking in all the details of that place where so many immigrants arrived from Europe, 
ready to begin new lives in Canada. But even more captivating for me was the opportunity to search 
through the immigration records at Pier 21, to see if I could find some evidence of my ancestors, 
who immigrated to Canada from Eastern Europe. In particular, I was curious to see if I could 
somehow find evidence for one of my ancestors – Michael Nowosad, my great-grandfather on my 
mother’s side, who left the Ukraine, bound for Manitoba in the early 1900s. And I was absolutely 
elated when I found that record, when I saw his name and age handwritten by some anonymous 
immigration clerk, amongst all those other names on the passenger list of a boat called the S.S. 
Numidian! 
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There is something about the stories of our ancestors that captivates us. I think it’s because their 
stories help us to understand something about who we are. And the stories of ancestors were 
important for the people of Israel as well. Today we hear a story about Abraham, the ancestor of the 
people of Israel. In fact, there are three great faith traditions who see Abraham as their ancestor – 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  
 
Now the journey for Abraham and his wife, Sarah began in a place called Haran, which was 
probably somewhere along the border of modern-day Turkey and Iraq. And the Bible says that God 
spoke to Abraham in Haran, and called him and his wife, Sarah, to leave that place, and go to the 
land that God would give them, the land of Canaan. And God made a promise to Abraham – a 
promise that he and Sarah would be the ancestors of a great nation, and that all the nations of the 
world would be blessed through them. Abraham is seventy-five at this time, and Sarah is sixty-six. 
They’re no spring chickens! But even though it seems crazy, Abraham and Sarah put their trust in 
God, and they go. They leave Haran, and embark on the long journey to Canaan, trusting in God’s 
promise.  
 
Trusting in God’s promise, even though they have no idea where they are going. Trusting in God’s 
promise, even though Abraham and Sarah have no children of their own. Trusting in God’s promise, 
even though it seems impossible. 
 
Fast forward some years, to the story we heard today. Abraham and Sarah have settled in Canaan. 
They have become rich - they have all sorts of livestock, and servants, and gold, and silver. But still 
no children. Maybe they’re beginning to wonder whether God has changed God’s mind. And then 
God appears to Abraham again, this time in a dream. And God says to Abraham: “Abraham! Do not 
be afraid! I am your shield, and your reward shall be very great.” 
 
And Abraham says to God, “O Lord God, what will you give me? Sarah and I have everything we 
need… we’ve got livestock, and servants, and gold and silver. But what good is any of it to us? 
We’re old. We can’t take any of it with us. What good is all of our wealth, if we have no children to 
pass it on to? 
 
And God takes Abraham out into the night, and says, “Abraham, look up! Look at the stars… count 
them if you can! So shall your descendants be.” 
 
It seems impossible. It seems crazy. But Abraham trusts in God. Just like he did so many years ago, 
when he and Sarah left Haran, Abraham lays aside his doubts, his cynicism, his despair, and places 
his trust in God’s promise. And Abraham and Sarah do become the ancestors of a great nation. 
And if you consider today all the people that look to Abraham as their ancestor – Jews and 
Christians through Sarah, Muslims through Hagar, over three billion people in all – it is true, that 
almost 4000 years after Abraham and Sarah walked from Haran to Canaan, his descendants have 
become as numerous as the stars. 
 
The story of Abraham and Sarah got me thinking: what if I might be an ancestor as well? From a 
genetic point of view, I don’t know if I will have children in the future, or if I do, if my children will 
have children, and so on. But I wonder if perhaps all of us, whether we have children or not, are 
called to consider our role as ancestors – as people living today who will leave behind both good 
things and bad things for future generations. 
 
The philosopher Roman Krznaric has been asking this question for a while now: “What does it mean 
to be a good ancestor?” He says, picture a child that you really care about. It could be your child or 
grandchild, or perhaps a niece or a nephew, or a godchild, for instance. Now picture that child as an 
adult, now in their sixties or seventies, holding their own newborn grandchild. That grandchild will 



3 
 

live well into the 22nd century. What kind of world will they inherit? And how will our actions today 
affect that grandchild? 
 
Let’s take a simple example. I really enjoy Ice Caps at Tim Hortons. Let’s say I have two Ice Caps a 
week for the next fifty years of my life, and I throw away the plastic straws from all those Ice Caps. 
That’s over 5000 straws! That’s like 15 ice cream pails full of straws! Now scientists say that plastic 
can take 450 years to break down. So what if I imagined dropping those fifteen ice cream pails full of 
plastic straws off at my kid’s house, and saying, “Here kid, now these straws are yours to deal with.” 
And they would hand them down to their children, and to their children, and to their children… 
Eighteen generations of children now have to deal with the 5000 plastic straws that I decided to use 
and throw out in my lifetime. That’s quite a legacy, isn’t it? 
 
On the other hand, Abraham and Sarah left a different kind of legacy. A legacy of faithful obedience, 
and trust in God. A legacy of faith that has been passed down from generation to generation, for 
thousands of years. 
 
So picture again that child that you really care about, grown up and holding their own grandchild. 
What do you want to pass on to that grandchild? What kind of planet do you want them to inherit? 
How can we learn to be good ancestors? Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Loving Creator, we give you thanks and praise for Earth and all its wonders. We give you thanks for 
the land – for life-giving soil, for forests and grasslands, for sustaining the crops that feed us, and for 
the produce of our gardens. Remind us daily that you formed us and all living creatures from the 
elements of the earth, and you have called us to serve, protect, till, and keep the earth. Teach us to 
end practices that rob, deplete, exploit, and pollute the earth, and teach us new ways of living that 
protect, sustain, and conserve the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, give us courage and hope as we face an ever changing climate. We lament the loss of 
the ice shelf Nioghalvfjerdsfjorden in Greenland. We ask for your protection for all those affected by 
the wildfires on the Pacific coast – those who have lost their homes, their communities, and even 
their lives in the fires, and those affected by the thick smoke both in the US and Canada. We also 
pray for those affected by Hurricane Sally in the Gulf Coast. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our protector, we pray for our country and our world in this ongoing pandemic. We pray for 
those who are most vulnerable in our communities – for those who are elderly, for those with 
compromised immune systems, for those living in care homes, and for front line workers. We also 
pray for teachers, students, and parents as a new school year begins. Keep our schools safe and 
healthy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our creator, you have created all people in your image. Help us to work to dismantle racism 
wherever we find it in our societies. We pray for marginalized peoples and for victims of racism. We 
especially pray for people whose lives are daily affected by racism in our own country – especially 
Indigenous peoples, people of colour, religious minorities, and immigrants. Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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God of wisdom, guide our congregation and our Shared Ministry as we plan for ministry this fall. 
Give us wisdom, and keep us safe as we return to in-person worship. Bless our youth ministry and 
confirmation ministry. Be with all in our faith family who are feeling isolated or lonely. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We 
also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Bob Desrochers and Rick 
Penner. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OUTDOOR SERVICES 
You are invited to Prince of Peace Outdoor Service THIS Sunday, September 20 (11:15 - 11:45 
am).  
Your safety is of utmost importance.   Come and enjoy yourself! 
- Bring your own lawn chairs, water, sunscreen, bug spray, hat. 
- When you arrive, you will be asked some questions and to fill out a COVID self-assessment form. 
1. Are you feeling well?   
2. Have you been instructed to self-isolate?   
3. Have you had exposure to confirmed case of COVID-19 or being tested and waiting for a result? 
4. Have you travelled outside of province? 
 
- Hand sanitizer will be provided. 
- A mask is recommended, but not mandatory. 
- Households can sit together, minimum 6 feet (2 metres) between households. 
- We will mark the grass where to sit. 
- Please refrain from mingling before and after the event. 
- We will dismiss by rows, back to front. 
- Safety precautions will be put into place by giving you a sealed communion unit. 
   You will be the one to open it and receive the host and juice.   
In the event of inclement weather, it will be cancelled or postponed. Hope to see you there! 
 
Prince of Peace Outdoor Services this Sunday, September 20 and Sunday, October 4 at 11:15 am. 
An outdoor service will be held on the alternate Sunday at Abundant Life (3486 Raleigh Street, East 
St. Paul) on September 27 at 9:45 am. 
Assuming the Winnipeg area remains in the "Yellow" zone (according to the new Provincial colour 
code system); we hope to have services at both congregations on Thanksgiving (Sunday, October 
11). Services will likely be indoors, unless we have very nice weather that day. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
We will have a special blessing on September 20 at POP for students, parents, and teachers as 
they begin the new school year. 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
We are starting a transition from pre-recorded YouTube services to livestreaming services online in 
October. Livestreaming means that services will be broadcast over the internet in "real time" - i.e. at 
the same time as the in-person services. We hope to post recorded services or parts of services on 
YouTube later Sunday or early Monday for those that can't tune in on Sunday morning. This 
transition will take some time - please be patient with us! We hope to have everything up and 
running smoothly by Thanksgiving. 
 
LIVING OUR FAITH - READ: BIBLE BOOK CLUB 
You are invited to a year of reading the Bible! Beginning this September, ELCIC National Bishop 
Susan Johnson has invited you to consider forming a Bible Book Club with members of your church, 
your friends, family or others from your community as a way to study scripture and discuss the Bible 
together. 
September 2020 marks the second year of the Living our Faith initiative, to which the emphasis has 
shifted from prayer to reading. Each month you will focus together on a different book of the Bible. 
The first month, September, is reading the book of Genesis. Form your Bible Book Club, read the 
appointed book, use the introduction taken from the Lutheran Study Bible, download the prepared 
questions and join in the discussion. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
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24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


