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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Second Sunday in the Season of Creation 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Merciful God, 
You created people not as subjects to rule, but as partners in tending and enjoying this bountiful 
earth. Free us from shame and guilt over what we have done wrong, and help us to accept your 
mercy and forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
Reading: Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25 
Psalm: 104:1-2a, 10-13, 35b 
 
SERMON – Pastor Jeremy Langner 
 
The Garden 

Grace and peace to you in God our Creator, amen. 

Picture a time when you really felt connected to the earth. I mean, to the soil, to the ground. Maybe 
you were in a garden, planting seeds, or picking weeds. Maybe you were at the beach, making a 
sand castle, or just feeling the sand squish between your feet. Maybe you were digging a trench, 
lets say in the church parking lot (thanks Wayne!) Or maybe you were just lying on the ground, 
feeling the warm sun on your face, and the cool earth below.  

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, God took some loose, fertile soil 
from the ground, and formed an Adam. 
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Adam, or adam, is the Hebrew word for “human.”  

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, God formed an Adam from the dust 
of the ground.   

The Hebrew word for ground, or fertile soil, is adamah. 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, God formed an Adam from the 
adamah. 

Out of the earth, an earthling. Out of the humus, a human. Out of the adamah, an Adam. 

In the beginning, God makes humankind to be in intimate relationship with the earth. Our bodies are 
made primarily from elements that come from the ground – carbon, nitrogen, calcium, phosphorus, 
potassium, magnesium, sodium… well, the part of us that isn’t water, that is. We come from the 
earth, we are connected to the earth, and we are entirely dependent upon the earth for our survival 
and well-being.  

In Genesis Chapter 1 we hear that humankind is created in the image of God:  
In God’s image, God created us, 
Male and female, God created us. 

These two realities may seem contradictory, but they are both true. Who are we, as human beings? 
We are formed from the dust of the earth, and we are created in the image of God. 

In the day when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, God formed an Adam from the 
adamah. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, and God placed the Adam in the garden, a 
garden filled with trees of every kind, beautiful trees with delicious fruit. And in the centre of the 
garden, God planted two very special trees… the Tree of Life, and the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. And God placed the Adam in the garden, to till it and keep it. 

To till – in Hebrew, avad, which also means to work, to labour, or even to serve. 

 And to keep – shamar – which also means to guard, to protect, to preserve, to watch over. 

These two incredibly rich words describe humankind’s original vocation. Avad and shamar. To till 
the earth and keep it. To serve the earth and protect it. Not only to labour in cultivating, and planting, 
and weeding, and harvesting, but also to guard the earth. To preserve it. To keep it. To look after it’s 
well-being. 

So I think it’s awesome today, that we are gathered for worship not in the safety of our sanctuary, 
but out in the open field, right beside a garden, and surrounded by cropland. So that the question is 
all around us: what does this vocation mean for us? Not that all of us are called to be farmers or 
gardeners, of course, but we are all called to be good stewards of the earth. To take care of it. To 
look after it. To guard it, and preserve it, and contribute to its wellbeing, so that future generations 
might grow up on a planet that is as beautiful, and fruitful, and life-sustaining as the one we have 
been blessed to enjoy.    

In the day when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, the LORD God formed an Adam 
from the adamah, and placed the Adam in the garden, to till and keep it, to serve and protect it. And 
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after everything that God had made, God saw that all of it was good. But God saw that one thing 
was not good. God saw that it was not good for this human to be alone. So the LORD God set about 
to make a partner for the Adam.  

So God took some more adamah – some more soil, and got to work, making more living beings. 
God made hippopotamuses and hyenas, and goats and gorillas, and eagles and seagulls. And God 
brought them all before the human, the Adam, and the Adam named them all. And the Adam said, 
“Wow, God, you have an incredible imagination! But I don’t think any of these can be my partner.” 

So God preached a really long sermon, and put the Adam into a deep sleep. And God took a rib 
from Adam’s side, and made another human – equal to the first. The same in many ways, but 
different in other ways, and unique in her own way. Now there were two humans – a woman, and a 
man. An Adam, and an Eve. They were partners, and they delighted in one another. And they were 
naked, but they were not ashamed. 

Now this story is a story of two particular humans. Two particular humans, with two particular 
genders, and two particular stories. In some ways, these two humans represent all of humanity. 
Their origin is our origin – formed from the earth, brought to life with God’s breath of life. Their 
vocation is our vocation – to till and keep the earth. And their temptation is our temptation – to reach 
for more than they have been given, to obey their desires rather than trusting in God. We know how 
that story goes. 

But in many ways, these two particular humans cannot represent the entire human race, in all of our 
diversity. Throughout history, the story of Adam and Eve has often been misused to define what it 
means to be human, to define what is “normal” and what is not “normal.” This story has often been 
used to say that men are superior to women, because they were made first. It’s often been used to 
say that God only created two genders, instead of a diversity of gender expressions. And it’s often 
been used to say that the only acceptable definition of marriage is between a man and a woman. I 
believe that all of these are actually abuses of this amazing story. 

These abuses have caused many people to dismiss this story as just another primitive folk tale. I 
hope you’ll agree with me that we shouldn’t just dismiss this story… because it challenges us to ask 
so many deep questions about what it means to be human. But it is one story, and over the coming 
year, we will be hearing many stories as we journey through the narrative lectionary this year. 
Stories about Abraham, and Joseph, Hannah and Samuel, David and the prophets. The story of 
Mary and Joseph, the story of Jesus, the story of the early church. And all of these stories are just 
glimpses into a much greater story: the story of a faithful God, and the people and planet God loves.  

Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
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Loving Creator, we give you thanks and praise for Earth and all its wonders. We give you thanks for 
the land – for life-giving soil, for forests and grasslands, for sustaining the crops that feed us, and for 
the produce of our gardens. Remind us daily that you formed us and all living creatures from the 
elements of the earth, and you have called us to serve, protect, till, and keep the earth. Teach us to 
end practices that rob, deplete, exploit, and pollute the earth, and teach us new ways of living that 
protect, sustain, and conserve the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our protector, we pray for our country and our province as we navigate this pandemic. We pray 
for the communities in our own province that are facing outbreaks – for Brandon and the Prairie 
Mountain Health Region, for our Hutterite brothers and sisters, for our seniors and care home 
residents. We pray for teachers, students, and parents as a new school year begins. Keep our 
schools safe and healthy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our creator, you have created all people in your image. Help us to work to dismantle racism 
wherever we find it in our societies. We pray for marginalized peoples and for victims of racism. We 
especially pray for people whose lives are daily affected by racism in our own country – especially 
Indigenous peoples, people of colour, religious minorities, and immigrants. Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, 
Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna 
Smalley, and Melanie, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We 
also pray for those who are grieving especially the family and friends of Bill Risto. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CLEAN-UP SATURDAY – SEPTEMBER 19 
Indoor clean-up day for POP will be Saturday, September 19 starting at 9:00am and going till about 
noon. There will be a list of cleaning tasks. Please bring your own masks, gloves and cleaning 
supplies (buckets, cloths etc.). 
This clean-up day is not intended to disinfect the building but the delayed Spring cleaning.  
If you have any questions, please contact Laima Nyysola.  

OUTDOOR SERVICES 
You are invited to Prince of Peace Outdoor Services on Sunday, September 20 and October 4 at 
11:15 am. Outdoor services will be held on alternate Sundays at Abundant Life (3486 Raleigh 
Street, East St. Paul) on September 13 and 27 at 9:45 am. 
Assuming the Winnipeg area remains in the "Yellow" zone (according to the new Provincial colour 
code system); we hope to have services at both congregations on Thanksgiving (Sunday, October 
11). Services will likely be indoors, unless we have very nice weather that day. 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 
We will have a special blessing on September 13 at ALL and September 20 at POP for students, 
parents, and teachers as they begin the new school year. 
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ONLINE WORSHIP 
In September, we will begin a transition from pre-recorded YouTube services to livestreaming 
services online. Livestreaming means that services will be broadcast over the internet in "real time" - 
i.e. at the same time as the in-person services. We hope to post recorded services or parts of 
services on YouTube later Sunday or early Monday for those that can't tune in on Sunday morning. 
This transition will take some time - please be patient with us! We hope to have everything up and 
running smoothly by Thanksgiving. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 
 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
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Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


