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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 51:1-6 
Psalm: Psalm 138 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
 
SERMON – Rev. Jason Zinko - Bishop, Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario Synod 
 

 
 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you in the name of Christ our Saviour. 
 
I first want to say thank you for inviting me into your congregations and into your homes to speak 
about the gospel reading that we have been assigned today. 
 



2 
 

“Peter’s Confession,” as this part of Matthew’s gospel is often called, is an incredibly important part 
of Jesus’ story. It is a turning point in Matthew’s gospel in some ways. It is here that Jesus starts to 
unveil his succession plan, handing over the ministry to Peter and the disciples after Jesus is no 
longer with us in body. It is also where Jesus’ journey to the cross in Jerusalem picks up some 
steam. 
 
But at the heart of Peter’s confession, or should I say the reason for it, is Jesus’ question about what 
people are saying about him. More importantly, Jesus wanted to know what his followers were 
saying about him and who his disciples believed him to be.  
 
This is not a question about understanding or knowledge. Jesus is not asking if his disciples have 
seen enough proof or if they have finally caught on to what Jesus has been teaching them.  
 
This is a question of purpose and identity. By posing this question, Jesus is actually asking the 
disciples, “Why are you here? Why did you leave your old lives behind to wander across the country 
with me? What does it mean for you to follow me?” 
 
We might think these are questions that the disciples would have asked long before following Jesus 
around the countryside for a year or more. But again, understanding who Jesus is does not come 
only through a specific amount of listening, learning, or experience. In part, our belief about who 
Jesus is comes from God and is revealed through faith. It is God’s grace and faithfulness that allow 
us to see Jesus clearly for who he is. 
 
For us, these questions of Jesus’ identity are incredibly important to keep in mind. Who we believe 
Jesus to be will shape our faith, our discipleship, and ultimately our ability to see God at work in the 
world around us. They will help us to solidify our identity as disciples, and help us to understand our 
true motivation in ministry –both as individuals and as a church. 
 
I think it goes without saying that this has been a strange year. Nothing seems to be ‘normal’ –even 
after many places across our country have been getting back to some sort of normal over the past 
months. Certainly, nothing has been ‘normal’ in the church. Our members, leaders, clergy, and 
bishops have all had to do some reimagining since March. We have had to pivot a number of times 
and try to find creative ways of meeting the needs of our congregations and ministries while also 
making sure that we protected our most vulnerable members and the communities around us. 
 
In all of this, it seems that we have really had to stop and think about our identity and purpose. We 
have needed to contemplate why we should start up certain practices, programs, or ministries, and 
why others needed to be postponed or left behind. We needed to prioritize the most effective and 
most valued ministries because we knew it was impossible to go back to the way everything was 
last year. 
 
Those decisions about ministry did not rely only on practicalities. Those decisions, when made in 
faithful and healthy ways, were intended to help us think about, define, and live out our identity as 
disciples. They will hopefully help our whole church to refine our purpose before we move forward. 
But more importantly, those questions will help us to each clearly understand who Jesus is and who 
we are as his followers. That is what will best allow God to form us in faith so that, in each corner of 
our lives, we will be better equipped to see God at work and to faithfully respond to the needs of the 
world. 
 
I’m not sure if you are all aware, but this weekend was supposed to be the time that youth from 
across the ELCIC and the Anglican Church of Canada would have gathered together for CLAY – the 
Canadian Lutheran and Anglican Youth Gathering. Under the theme “En Route”, our youth were 
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going to explore what it meant to have faith and to be followers of Jesus in daily life. I am so sorry to 
all of our youth that this couldn’t happen for you this year. I know that for many of you, it was going 
to be your first time at a gathering. For others, it would have been your last time to take part in an 
event or ministry that has been so important in your faith lives.  
 
I am also sorry for our church that our youth have missed this experience. CLAY Gatherings are 
extraordinary events to help with the faith formation of some of our younger members. These are 
places where our youth get to think and pray about who Jesus is and what a life of following Jesus 
means. They are times of building our Christian identity and growing in our understanding and 
purpose as God’s children.  
 
I hope that we will all find other ways of engaging our youth in the faith formation that they missed 
this summer. But I also hope that we will seriously consider how we, old and young, can more 
actively engage in practices that will allow God to form and re-form our faith so that we can see 
clearly who Jesus is and how our lives as disciples carry on the work that God has called us to in 
baptism.  
 
This is not work that we do on our own or for ourselves. This is not about becoming better versions 
of ourselves in order to win God’s approval. This is work that can only be possible because of the 
never-ending grace and faithfulness of God, expressed through the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ.  
 
In baptism, and through the gift of the Holy Spirit, God calls each of us to a life of discipleship – of 
following Jesus – so that we are able to share the good news that we see and experience all around 
us.  
 
And that life of discipleship will call us to work for justice for the marginalized and outcast. It will 
make us re-examine how our actions can bring harm to others, to creation, and to ourselves. And it 
will demand that we change those harmful ways of being. A life of discipleship will naturally call us to 
action to care for our communities in a way that carries on the ministry that Jesus embarked on, to 
which we are called each and every day. 
 
In your homes, communities, and congregations, a life of discipleship will take on different forms and 
will address different needs. But regardless of the specific ways you live out your faith, a life of 
discipleship will be characterized by service, compassion, justice, and mercy. It will be a way that 
others can see and experience God in their lives. 
 
My hope and prayer for each of you is that you are able to see Jesus clearly in your lives and that 
God will give you the grace and faith that you need in order to follow. My prayer is that we will all 
learn to be disciples and carry on the ministry that Jesus has entrusted to us.  
 
Grace and peace to you in that work, and in our ministry together. 
 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Ilse, 
Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, 
Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike & Lorraine, Esther, Pastor Donna Smalley, 
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Melanie, and Bev, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We also 
pray for those who are grieving. Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE 
You are invited to Prince of Peace Outdoor Summer Communion Services on Sunday, August 
23 (11:15 - 11:45 am). 
 
LYSOL WIPES NEEDED  
Lysol wipes are needed for cleaning the church. If you are shopping and you happen to come 
across Lysol Wipes, please purchase them and the church will reimburse you. Contact the office if 
you have some. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday 9:00 am-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 
the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 
continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church 
during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
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Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 


