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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
READING – Hebrews 11:1-16, 12:1-2 
 
SERMON 
 
Grace and to you and peace, in Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen. 
  
Picture yourself at centre field at Bomber’s Stadium, Investors Group Field. (… Or if you’re 
“one of those” people, at the centre of Mosaic Stadium… I won’t hold it against you.) The 
stands are full – thirty thousand people surround you – and everyone is cheering for you. 
The whole stadium is on their feet… they’re cheering and clapping and ringing cowbells and 
blasting those plastic trumpets… the roar of the crowd is immense! 
 
In the world of Canadian football, what you are witnessing is called the “thirteenth player.” 
The powerful presence of the crowd, cheering on the home team, creating a wall of noise to 
distract and intimidate the opposition. And no one knows the power of the thirteenth player 
better than the author of the Letter to the Hebrews. 
 
Over the past five weeks, we’ve been exploring this incredible letter, this ancient sermon 
written to rekindle the flame of faith in an ancient Christian community. Last week, we heard 
about the covenant that God made with the people of Israel, and the new covenant that God 
makes with us, through Jesus Christ… the promise that, just as God was present with the 
people of Israel, dwelling as a pillar of cloud and fire in their midst no matter where they set 
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up camp, that God is with us as well, present in our midst, even in this time of disorientation 
and uncertainty. 
 
Our God is a God who makes promises, and a God who keeps them. But it’s not always 
easy to see how God intends to keep those promises. Sometimes God keeps promises in 
ways that are unseen. And sometimes God takes a long time to bring those promises to 
fulfilment. And so it’s easy to get discouraged, to lose hope, to lose faith. 
  
But the author of Hebrews reminds us what faith in this promise-keeping God really is: “Faith 
is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” And then, the author 
of Hebrews reminds us of all of these incredible characters in the Bible who lived their lives 
by faith. Abel, the son of Adam and Eve, who by faith offered a sacrifice pleasing to God. 
Noah, who by faith obeyed God’s command to build the Ark. Abraham, who by faith followed 
God’s promise and journeyed to the land of Canaan. Sarah, who by faith was given the 
power to bear a son, even in her old age. The list goes on – Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
David, Samuel… each one living a life of faith in God, each one trusting and hoping in the 
promises of God. 
  
And now these heroes of faith have become a “cloud of witnesses,” cheering us on and 
encouraging us to run our own race of faith. They are the thirteenth player. They have run 
their own race. They know what it means to face challenges and hardships along the road. 
And now they surround us, cheering us on. 
 
In the Olympic Torch Relay, the Olympic flame is carried from Mount Olympus in Greece to 
the Olympic Games, wherever they are held. The relay takes months to complete, and 
thousands of runners participate, passing the flame from one runner to the next to the next, 
until the final torch bearer runs into the Olympic Stadium on opening day of the Games, and 
lights the Olympic Torch. 
 
In the same way, perhaps you could say that in the beginning, the torch of faith was lit. Abel 
carried it. Noah carried it. Abraham carried it. Sarah carried it. Miriam carried it. Moses 
carried it. Ruth and Naomi carried it.  
 
David carried it. Isaiah and Daniel and the prophets carried it. Mary and Joseph carried it.  
Jesus carried the flame of faith, and he passed it on to his disciples, and they took it far and 
wide, and passed it on to the early church. 
  
Martin Luther carried the flame of faith, nailing his 95 thesis to the door of Wittenberg 
Cathedral. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer carried the flame of faith, even to his death in a Nazi concentration 
camp. 
 
Dorothy Day carried the flame of faith, as she stood up for the poor and homeless in 
America. 
 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu carried the flame of faith, as he sought to dismantle apartheid in 
South Africa. 
 
Mother Theresa carried the flame of faith, as she cared for the poor, the hungry, and the 
dying in Calcutta. 
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Rosa Parks carried the flame of faith as she refused to give up her bus seat in Montgomery, 
Alabama. 
 
And there have been people in your life who have carried the flame of faith, who have run 
with endurance the race. Perhaps it was your grandparents, or maybe your parents. Maybe 
an aunt or an uncle, or a brother or sister, or a teacher, or a friend. Somewhere along the 
line, that flame of faith was passed on to them. And at some point, they passed it on to you. 
 
Now this flame of faith is yours to carry, as you run your own race. It is ours to carry, as we 
run this race together. The path set before us may be rough and rocky. The terrain may be 
difficult and unforgiving, and the finish line may be no where to be seen. But as you carry 
that flame of faith, you are not alone. We carry it together. And we are surrounded by a cloud 
of witnesses – brothers and sisters and siblings in Christ who have carried the flame of faith 
before us, who have passed it on to us, and now are surrounding us, cheering us on, like a 
massive stadium filled to the rafters, roaring and applauding and cheering us on. The 
thirteenth player is on our side. 
 
So when you find yourself tired or discouraged, lonely or afraid, remember the thirteenth 
player. Remember that cloud of witnesses that surrounds you – those heroes of faith, those 
ordinary Christians, the faces of those who have loved you, and now are surrounding you – 
cheering you on. And one day, we will be called to light new torches, to pass on the flame of 
faith to a new generation. And then we will join that great cloud of witnesses, cheering on the 
generations that come after us, as they carry the flame of faith. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, 
Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike 
& Lorraine, and Esther, and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief 
silence) We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Gary 
Adamchuk. Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE 
You are invited to Prince of Peace Outdoor Summer Communion Services on Sundays - 
July 26, August 23 (11:15 - 11:45 am). 
 
ABUNDANT LIFE CAMPFIRE AND SING SONG 
Campfires are planned at Abundant Life Lutheran (3486 Raleigh St, East Saint Paul) on 
Sunday, July 5 and Sunday, August 9 from 7:00-7:40 pm.  
 
VACATION FOR PASTOR JEREMY 
Pastor Jeremy will be on vacation July 6-19 and August 10-16. From July 6-19  
emergency pastoral care will be provided by Pastor Bruce Gelhorn. He can be reached at  
204-771-2934. 
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LYSOL WIPES NEEDED 
Lysol wipes are needed for cleaning the church.  If you are shopping and you happen to 
come across Lysol Wipes, please purchase them and the church will reimburse you.   
Contact the office if you have some. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 


