
1 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
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Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
READINGS 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 44:6-8 
Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17 
Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 
Gospel: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 
SERMON – by Rev. Kathy Martin (Assistant to the Bishop – Mission 
Renewal Congregational Support - British Columbia Synod) 
 

 
 
Jesus put before the crowd another parable. “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  
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For a few weeks this summer, Matthew’s gospel takes us down by the sea where a huge 
crowd has gathered. It is so large that the only way Jesus can continue to be seen and 
heard is to push back from the shore in a boat. From there he presents, in rapid succession, 
one curious story after another, inviting those listening into a place of thoughtful, imaginative 
reflection on the nature of life in the kingdom of heaven.  
 

Listen! A sower went out to sow . . . . 
The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,  
like yeast, like treasure hidden in a field,  
like a merchant in search of fine pearls,  
like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind . . . . 

 
all these stories and parables including the one we have before us today about weeds in a 
wheat field. 
 
It is an interesting parable to read in the midst of a global pandemic when the weeds in our 
world, in ourselves, are ever so obvious everywhere. Spending a lot of time and energy 
trying to discover how they got there seems a lot less important than trying to figure out what 
to do now that they have appeared.  
 
As with all of his parables, Jesus starts his story with a situation from everyday life that his 
audience would have recognized immediately. A farmer sows good seed in a field but at 
night an enemy, a rival, enters and scatters seeds for weeds. In time, those working in the 
field discover the weeds and come to the landowner to point out the problem. “Did you not 
sow good seed in your field?” “Where, then, did these weeds come from?” The farmer’s reply 
is brief “an enemy has done this.”  
 
What now? What is the best way to handle this situation? The workers offer to take on the 
job. Their plan is to head straight into the wheat field and begin pulling weeds. It sounds like 
a reasonable approach. However, pulling weeds is rarely as straightforward as it seems.  
 
The weed Jesus is talking about is something called darnel or ‘false wheat’ as it was known. 
It is a rye grass that looks almost identical to wheat through most of its development but 
when it matures, the seed it produces is poisonous. It is risky to remove since this weed 
often wraps its roots around those of the grain and hastily plucking out one might mean the 
end of the other. The problem with the worker’s approach is that some of the weeds the 
workers pull out might be grain and some of the “wheat” they leave in, may later turn out to 
be weeds. There is no way to easily tell until the plants are mature.  
 
The farmer tells his workers to leave the field alone, to let the wheat and weeds grow 
together until the harvest. It may sound as though the farmer is favouring the weeds over the 
wheat but this is not the case. Out of an abundance of caution and in the hope that all the 
wheat will survive, the farmer decides that patience is the best option.  
 
It is not Jesus’ intent to tell us we are to ignore the evil in this world and do nothing about it. 
There is a time and place to take action but the point of the parable is that we are not to do 
so when it is difficult to tell whether something is evil, a weed and contrary to the gospel or 
simply a bit of wheat that we do not recognize yet.  
 
The church has been wrong enough times in these situations of trying to determine what is 
wheat and what is weed, that we need to exercise a fair bit of caution before we judge or 
uproot things we think don’t belong. I think of the church’s involvement in unbelievable things 
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in the past like witch burning or crusades, in our treatment of the LGTBQIA+ community, or... 
well I’m sure if you take a few moments it won’t take you long to add to the list. Attempts to 
weed out those we think don’t belong can have horrible consequences for generations. 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor says in her sermon on this text, “Sometimes it is mighty hard to tell the 
difference between a good plant and a bad one especially when it can act both ways. I 
suppose we have all had the experience of uprooting the raspberries by mistake or 
protecting something interesting that turns out to be a thistle. I don’t know what makes us 
think we are any smarter about ourselves or about the other people in our lives. We are so 
quick to judge, as if we were sure we knew the difference between wheat and weeds, good 
seed and bad, but that is seldom the case. Turn us loose without machetes and there is no 
telling what we will chop down and what we will spare. Meaning to be good servants, we go 
out to do battle with the weeds and end up standing in a pile of wheat”1 
 
Weeds and wheat, I didn’t expect to see this parable come to life during the global 
pandemic. Think back with me for a minute to the anxiety and pace of those first few weeks 
of COVID-19 here in Canada. Businesses were closing, grocery shelves were emptying and 
no one was sure what the future was going to hold. Some of us were fortunate to have 
employment that allowed us to work from home but many people lost their income when 
their place of business or their children’s schools closed. There was a palatable sense of 
panic as people wondered how they would pay their rent and other bills, or buy groceries. 
Employment Insurance would not work for most and many people needed the help right 
away.  
 
Almost overnight, government leaders and staff set aside party politics and worked together 
to create the Canada Emergency Response Benefit or CERB. You may recognize it more by 
the numbers. It is the $2000/month program for people who had to stop working for reasons 
related directly to COVID-19. One of the things that make it so unusual and controversial is 
the government’s decision to use what I would call a “wheat and weeds” approach to this 
program.  
 
You see, to ensure people could receive their payment quickly the application is on the 
“honour” system. Rather than a lengthy interview process and numerous verifications, CERB 
is paid to anyone who states that they qualify simply by applying. There is almost no 
screening so nearly every application receives approval.  
 
You may remember, almost immediately, people were upset. There were many questions 
about the lack of scrutiny and financial controls for this mixed field of applicants “What about 
those who are not really eligible but end up getting the money anyway?” “How will you root 
out the falsified applications?” “What kind of punishment will there be for those who take 
advantage of the system?” 
 
Patiently, calmly and in a way that made it evident that they had already considered most of 
these questions, our government indicated that they had decided to err on the side of grace. 
They would trust that in time things would be sorted out. What was needed most now was to 
ensure that those who needed the funding would have it, and have it quickly...and that no 
one in need would be missed.  
 
______________________ 
1 Barbara Brown Taylor, The Seeds of Heaven: Sermons on the Gospel of Matthew 
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I never imagined there would be a day that I would compare the actions of our politicians to 
the wise, gracious and patient farmer in this parable. Our story is not a perfect fit but it is 
close enough. It is a glimpse of the way God is at work in our world, in the places and the 
people where we least expect God to be. This parable might sound like judgement but it is 
really all about grace and the incredible patience of God made known to us most fully in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, 
Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike 
& Lorraine, Esther and Pastor Donna Smalley , and those we name in our hearts or out loud 
before you. (A brief silence) We also pray for those who are grieving. Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE 
You are invited to Prince of Peace Outdoor Summer Communion Services on Sundays - 
July 26 and August 23 (11:15 - 11:45 am). 
 
ABUNDANT LIFE CAMPFIRE AND SING SONG 
A campfire is planned at Abundant Life Lutheran (3486 Raleigh St, East Saint Paul) on 
Sunday, August 9 from 7:00-7:40 pm.  
 
VACATION FOR PASTOR JEREMY 
Pastor Jeremy will be on vacation July 6-19 and August 10-16. From July 6-19 emergency 
pastoral care will be provided by Pastor Bruce Gelhorn. He can be reached at  
204-771-2934. 
 
LYSOL WIPES NEEDED  
Lysol wipes are needed for cleaning the church. If you are shopping and you happen to 
come across Lysol Wipes, please purchase them and the church will reimburse you. Contact 
the office if you have some. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 

 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 


