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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

The Holy Trinity 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 

 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we 
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
READING – Hebrews 1:1-4 
 
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
GOSPEL READING – Matthew 28:16-20 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
 
 
SERMON - Trinity Sunday 
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Grace to you and peace in the name of our triune God, who gives us life, salvation, and 
resurrection. Amen. 
The 1987 comedy Spaceballs is a parody of Star Wars, Star Trek, and pretty much every 
other sci-fi film that had been made up to that point. In the movie, the hero, Lone Star, and 
his trusty sidekick (played by John Candy) are on a mission to rescue Princess Vespa and 
her robot, Dot Matrix, from the evil Spaceballs. In their attempt to rescue the Princess, they 
crash land on a desert planet, and find themselves in an underground temple. The four 
companions are terrified, but something compels them forward, towards the front of the 
temple. As they come closer, they begin to see an enormous statue of an alien god… with 
gold skin and a green robe, and long, pointy ears. As they continue to approach the statue, 
quivering in fear and trepidation, they see smoke starting to pour out from the ears of this 
alien god. Its eyes start to glow a sinister red. They start panicking, and they begin to argue 
about turning around.  At once, the statue awakes, and fire erupts from its, mouth, and a 
voice fills the temple: 
“Silence!  Who dares enter the presence of the sacred and everlasting know-it-all, Yogurt?” 
The companions stop dead in their tracks. “Yogurt?” They recognize the name. 
And then, from between the legs of the statue, a small door opens, and Yogurt emerges – a 
short, Yoda-like character. His skin is golden, his robe is green, and he sounds remarkably 
like Mel Brooks. “You heard of me?” 
And immediately, it’s clear that the statue itself was never actually speaking. It was always 
just a statue. Just like the great Wizard of Oz, it was always just an illusion. 
If you were to travel through the ancient world, you would find temples to all sorts of gods in 
nearly every city you came across. In Greece – Zeus and Hera, Athena and Apollo. In Egypt 
– Ra, Isis, and Osiris. In Canaan – Ba’al and Asherah. In Babylon – Marduk and Tiamat. You 
would find giant statues of these gods, and altars to lay your sacrifices upon. These gods 
were great and awesome, frightening and beautiful. People worshiped them from all around. 
But just like the statue of Yogurt, these gods were simply statues. Mute idols made of stone. 
And even the greatest one could not speak. 
Christians and Jews refused to worship these stone idols. They refused to make stone idols, 
because they claimed that their God – the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – was the 
living God. A God that no one could see, and yet, a God who speaks.  
This is the characteristic that sets Israel’s God apart from all other gods – this God has 
spoken. This God speaks.  
In the beginning, God speaks. God says, “Let there be light.” And there is light. God speaks, 
and the universe is brought into being. 
In the Garden, God speaks to Adam and Eve.  
At the Oaks of Mamre, God speaks to Abraham, and makes a covenant with him. 
On Mount Sinai, God speaks to Moses, and gives the people of Israel the Ten 
Commandments. 
Throughout the history of Israel, God speaks through prophets – Samuel, David, Elijah, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah Ezekiel, Daniel…  
The idols of the people are nothing but mute statues. But our God speaks. 
Today we are beginning a series of readings from the Letter to the Hebrews. It’s a sermon to 
a congregation who have lost their passion for God. And the sermon starts off like this: 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets. 
But in these last days, God has spoken to us through a Son.” 
God has spoken to us through a Son – Jesus Christ, the Word of God. 
What the author is saying is that God is not simply speaking through the mouth of Jesus – 
through his words and his teaching – but through his entire being. Through his actions, 
through his feelings, through his character, through his very humanity. God is speaking to 
the world. God is revealing something new to us, through Jesus. 
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Verse 3 says, “He is the reflection of God’s glory, and the exact imprint of God’s nature.” 
God is speaking through Jesus’ very being, and saying, “If you want to know who I am, if you 
want to know me, look at my Son. Listen to my Son. Come to know my Son.” 
So what do we see when we look at Jesus? What kind of a God does Jesus reveal to us? 
Not an idol of stone – a powerful and terrifying god that neither acts nor speaks. Not a god of 
war or victory or thunder or storms. 
Rather, a God who loves humanity so much, that God would become human, entering into 
humanity through the womb of a young woman, entering the world as a helpless baby.  
A God who seeks out the lost and lonely. 
A God who lifts up those on the margins. A God who breaks down the barriers of race and 
ethnicity. 
A God willing to suffer violence, and even death, to reconcile all people to Godself. 
“Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets. But in these last days, God has 
spoken to us through a Son.” 
And God continues to speak today, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
You know, there have been a lot of events in the news this week. There has been a lot of 
injustice, and I am not going to name all of it. But there is one event that I do feel compelled 
to comment on. 
In Washington DC this week, police, under orders from the President of the United States, 
used tear gas to remove peaceful protesters, so that the President could walk from the White 
House to St. John’s Episcopal church for a photo opportunity. The President was holding a 
Bible. This seems to say to me that the President believes that the Bible is simply a mute 
idol, one that he can use for his own political propaganda.  
But if we believe that God speaks, and we listen for what God is saying to us, through the life 
of Jesus, and the words of Scripture, and the stirrings of the Holy Spirit, we hear something 
very different. 
We hear that all people – people of all races, colours, ethnicities, genders, sexual 
orientations, and abilities – are created in the image of God. 
We hear how Jesus challenged barriers of race and social class by eating with outcasts and 
socializing with Samaritans.  
We hear how Jesus modeled a life of non-violence, even though he was crucified on a cross. 
We hear how the Holy Spirit was acting to draw people of all sorts of backgrounds into one 
Body – Gentiles and Jews, slaves and free people, Greeks and Arabians and Romans and 
Ethiopians, people of all nationalities and ethnicities and colours of skin.  
When we listen for what God is speaking to us today, what do we hear God saying?  
And is there anything that God is calling us to say? 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Faithful God, send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith communities 
across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in the ELCIC, our 
Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our partners in the 
Anglican Church of Canada. We also pray for our companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Cameroon. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of love, all people are created in your image. Teach us to overcome racism, hatred, and 
injustice. Unite our communities in love and respect for one another. Uphold all who are 
victims of racism and hatred. Comfort families who are looking for answers and mourning the 
loss of those dear to them, especially the families of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Regis 
Korchinski-Paquet in Toronto, and Eisha Hudson in Winnipeg. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, we give you thanks that our province, Manitoba, has been experiencing very 
low rates of COVID-19 infection over the past several weeks. We give you thanks for those 
that have recovered from illness. We give you thanks for business who are able to reopen, 
and employees who are able to return to work. Continue to give us wisdom and guidance 
as we discern how to move forward in this uncertain world. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 
country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
neighbours, the United States. We pray for countries in Latin America and Africa who are 
experiencing rising levels of infection. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying 
close in your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved 
ones have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Hear 
us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, 
Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike 
& Lorraine, Esther and Gary, as we name them in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief 
silence) We also pray for those who are grieving. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great.  
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
VIRTUAL COFFEE TIME 

As we all miss being with each other, this Sunday June 7, 2020, we will be hosting a 
virtual Coffee Time AT A NEW TIME 11:00 AM.  
Prince of Peace will be having a joint coffee time with Abundant Life. Let us visit 
together to catch up on news of the Church and see how everyone is doing.  We will be 
able to see and/or hear 
each other and feel like we are together, while apart.   
We hope to see you then!  
We will be using a program called Zoom. 
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JOIN US BY COMPUTER: 
 
Time: Sunday June 7, 2020   11:00 AM Winnipeg 
 
To Join Zoom MEETING click below:  
Click Here to Join  
 
Meeting ID: 836 9408 1391 
Password: 211587 
 
If you have any questions you can call or email Bonnie Coss:  
(204)254-1488  or bccoss@shaw.ca 
 
**How to use Zoom** 
When you click the Zoom meeting link, you will be prompted to download 
Zoom. Make sure your computer is set up for audio and video. Please 
complete this process at least 10 minutes before the Town Hall begins to 
ensure you are able to access the call. 
 
*Best Practices whilst using Zoom* 
   - Please put your microphone on mute once the call has begun. If you 
   have a question to ask, please use the chat feature or raise your hand. 
   - Make sure that your camera is uncovered if you'd like to be visible. 
   - Ensure that you are in a good space for a call; quiet and set up in a 
   way that makes you feel comfortable, as your surroundings will be 
visible to others if you turn on video. We hope we can see you! 
 
Video streaming uses more bandwidth than audio only calls. If your internet is 
freezing, turn off your video for a better connection. 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
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REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


