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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 

www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Faithful God, we give you thanks for Jesus, the founder and pioneer of our salvation. Stir up 
your Spirit among us today, so that we would know the presence of Jesus among us, and 
our faith would be renewed. We ask this in Jesus name, 
Amen. 
  
READING – Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For 
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, 
 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
 

13 And again, 
 

“I will put my trust in him.” 
 

And again, 
 

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
 

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For 
it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for 
the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to 
help those who are being tested. 

mailto:popoffice@peacechurch.ca
http://www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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SERMON 
 

Grace to you and peace in Jesus Christ, who delivers us from the power of death. Amen. 
 
Today we’re continuing in our series on the Letter to the Hebrews. And as I mentioned last 
week, this letter is actually more of a sermon, to a congregation whose faith is growing cold. 
It’s a sermon that aims to reignite the fire of faith in this early Christian community – a 
community that has been persecuted for their faith, perhaps a community on the verge of 
giving up. 
 
So to rekindle that flame of faith, the author takes us back to the central question of the 
Christian faith: Who is Jesus? And what does Jesus death mean for us? 
 
Now when you think of Jesus, what words or images come to mind? What about a 
carpenter’s son? Or a teacher, a rabbi? Or perhaps a healer, a worker of miracles? Maybe a 
good shepherd? 
 
The word used to describe Jesus in Hebrews is very different. In Greek, the word is 
archygos. And it seems like every version of the Bible finds a different way of translating this 
word, archygos, into English. In one version it’s “pioneer.” In another it’s “founder.” In 
another it’s “captain.” 
 
Jesus is the pioneer of our salvation. The founder of our salvation. The captain of our 
salvation. 
 
Have you ever thought of Jesus as a pioneer? What about a founder? Or a captain? Have 
you ever thought of Jesus as a captain? 
 
It seems to me that all of these words describe someone who goes ahead, who treads into 
new and dangerous territory, who makes a path for others to follow. 
 
Now what stands out to me is that Hebrews doesn’t call Jesus the pioneer or the founder or 
the captain of our religion. It says that Jesus is the pioneer, the founder, the captain of our 
salvation. That by forging ahead into new territory, Jesus made a way for us to be saved. 
 
Jesus makes a way for us to be saved, not by leading an army, or discovering a new 
continent, or inventing a new religion, but by his own suffering and death on a cross. Verses 
14 and 15 say that Jesus became human, became one of us, so that through his death, he 
might destroy the power of death, and deliver us from our slavery to the fear of death. 
 
In JRR Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Frodo Baggins is a hobbit, a very small person with 
a very large mission. Frodo’s friend, Gandalf the wizard, discovers that Frodo’s magic ring – 
a ring found by his uncle Bilbo under the Misty Mountains – is actually the One Ring of 
Power, a ring forged by the Dark Lord Sauron. “One ring to rule them all, one ring to find 
them. One ring to bring them all, and in the darkness bind them.” The Dark Lord has sent his 
forces out to find the Ring, so that by its power he might enslave all of Middle Earth. 
 
And so the task falls to Frodo – this little hobbit from the Shire – to destroy the Ring. And the 
only way he can do this is to find his way unseen into Mordor – the realm of Sauron, a land 
of death and shadows – and destroy the Ring in the fiery magma of Mount Doom.  
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So Frodo sets out with nine companions – Gandalf the wizard, Gimli the dwarf, Legolas the 
elf, the warriors Boromir and Aragorn, and his three hobbit friends – Merry, Pippin, and Sam. 
They make it to the Falls of Rauros, where goblins attack, and the fellowship of the Ring is 
broken. Frodo and Sam set out alone, to find their way into the deadly land of Mordor, to 
destroy the One Ring of Power, and to bring an end to Sauron’s reign of terror.  
 
The road is long, and the perils are many, and there are many times when all hope seems 
lost. But Frodo and Sam do finally make it to Mount Doom, and the Ring is cast into the 
magma and destroyed, and Sauron’s power is broken. And so, through Frodo and Sam’s 
lonely journey into the land of Mordor – the land of death and shadows – Middle Earth is 
delivered from slavery, into freedom and peace. 
 
And so Jesus, the pioneer of our salvation, takes his lonely and perilous journey of suffering 
and death, so that by his death, the power of death would be broken, and we would be 
delivered from slavery into freedom. 
  
This is the central mystery of our faith: that we have been delivered from the power of death 
through the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It’s a mystery because we can’t 
explain how this happens. We can’t say how it all works. But when we tell the story – when 
we gather together and hear once again this powerful story of Jesus – then we are reminded 
of God’s faithfulness to us, and the Holy Spirit has an opportunity to stir within us, and 
rekindle our faith.  
 
And so the author of the Letter to the Hebrews calls his community to return to the story – to 
hear it again with new ears. You whose faith is going cold, come and listen. Come and listen 
to the story of Jesus. Come and listen to the story of what God has done for us. Come and 
listen, and let the story once again stir up faith in your heart.  
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 
A brief silence. 
Faithful God, send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith communities 
across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in the ELCIC, our 
Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our partners in the 
Anglican Church of Canada. We also pray for our companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Cameroon. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of wisdom, we give you thanks for students as they complete the school year. Bless 
students who are graduating this year. Help them to find opportunities to celebrate their 
accomplishments with their peers and families. Guide them as they look to the future. We 
pray especially for those who are seeking employment in this challenging time. Hear us,  
O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
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God our protector, be with all those who are affected by natural disasters, including 
Cyclone Nisarga in India, and tropical storm Cristobal in the southern US. We also pray for 
those affected by flooding in our own province, especially in the RM of Stuartburn. Hear 
us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 
country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
neighbours, the United States. We pray for countries in Latin America and Africa who are 
experiencing rising levels of infection. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying 
close in your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved 
ones have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Hear 
us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, 
Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike 
& Lorraine, Esther and Gary, as we name them in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief 

silence) We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Alma 

Streilein. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great.  
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEWSLETTER 
There will be a Newsletter sent out next week to update everyone on future worship plans, 
financial update, and good news happenings. 
 
OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE 
Prince of Peace will be having  a short outdoor communion service on the lawn on Sunday, 
June 28 from 11:15-11:45 am. The safety of our congregation is very important.  There will 
be more details to follow next week. 
 

Prince of Peace is invited to attend Abundant Life Campfire June 14, at 7 pm 
 Outdoor campfire in the ALL parking lot - Bring your own lawn chair, water, bug spray 
 Masks are encouraged. 
 We will be observing physical distancing measures: 
 Plan to sit at least 6 ft apart. Households may sit together. 
 Please refrain from mingling before and after the event 
 Do not share items (water, bug spray, etc) with members outside your household. 
 Please do not attend unless you can answer "no" to all of the following questions 

(each member of your family needs to answer NO to all): 
 https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/  
 Song lyrics will be available on your cell phone (or feel free to print out your own lyric 

sheet before you come) 
 Please refrain from entering the church building except to use the washroom. 

In the event of inclement weather, the campfire will be cancelled or postponed. 

https://mymts.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55885017b3317108189ab1310&id=618416c7b6&e=ab23a09c1c
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Church Leaders Acknowledge Racism in Their Midst 
In response to the demonstrations across the United States and Canada in the wake of the May 25 death 

of George Floyd in Minneapolis, the leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the Anglican 

Church of Canada, and The United Church of Canada have issued a joint letter. 

 

Download a PDF of the text here. To read the full news article on the ELCIC website, please click here. 

 

The ELCIC Bishops issued a joint statement of their own regarding racism.  Read that letter here. 

 

The Canadian Council of Churches issued a statement recommitting to the work of anti-racism.  Read that 

statement in English and in French.  

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

 Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

 Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg MB  R2J 1E7 

We are thankful for your continued support! 

 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 

https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=c115448e0d&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=21a86a7575&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=21a86a7575&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=06a8df441d&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=add26304dd&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=5b2a25e6c8&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=2eed4abb3d&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=821d08efa1&e=c6972d13cd
https://mnosynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66f542630db0cf89f1556c704&id=fe1e43759f&e=c6972d13cd
http://www.adam.mb.ca/
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Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 

http://klinic.mb.ca/crisis-support/
http://reasontolive.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/

