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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Messiah, Jesus, your followers established churches in communities near and far. Take us 
outside of ourselves and teach us to give away what you have given to us. Show us how to 
witness to your presence in places near and far. 
Amen. 
  
FIRST READING - Acts 17:1-9 
 
17 After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, 
and on three sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it 
was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the 
Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul 
and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But 
the Jews became jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a 
mob and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out 
to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. 6 When they could not find them, they dragged 
Jason and some believers before the city authorities, shouting, “These people who have been 
turning the world upside down have come here also, 7 and Jason has entertained them as 
guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another 
king named Jesus.” 8 The people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9 and 
after they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go. 
 
SECOND READING - 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
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2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly  
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sister] beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind 
of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
SERMON - Easter 4  
Grace to you and peace in the name of the risen Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
So we’ve been blazing our way through the book of Acts. Two weeks ago we started out in 
Chapter 1, and we’re already in Chapter 17, and we’ve run into a character named Paul. Now, 
Paul was originally a Pharisee, and the Pharisees were a Jewish sect. Today we’d call them a 
denomination. And in Paul’s early career, he felt that the most faithful way to serve God was to 
persecute Christians – in fact, to arrest them and even stone them. But he has this dramatic 
conversion experience – this Road to Damascus experience, literally, and his whole life is turned 
upside down, and he goes from persecuting the followers of Jesus, to becoming one of the most 
important missionary-pastor-theologians of all time. 
  
Paul’s experience on the Road to Damascus caused him to dedicate his life to travelling the 
Roman world, telling people about Jesus, and starting churches or communities of faith in the 
cities that he visited – Corinth, Philippi, Ephesus, Galatia, and Thessalonika. 
 
Now Thessalonika was an important city in the Roman world! It was like the Chicago of region, a 
major port on a major highway running from Rome to Byzantium (which became Constantinople, 
and then Istanbul).  
 
Now this church that Paul founded at Thessalonika was quite different from what we think of as a 
church today. They didn’t have a beautiful church building with an altar and a pulpit. They didn’t 
have an organist, or a church choir, or even hymnals! Like all the churches that Paul started in 
his life, the church at Thessalonika was a house church. It was a small group of people – maybe 
only a few families – who had renounced their traditions of worshipping the Greek gods and the 
Roman emperor in order to follow the teachings of Jesus. They probably met in a house – 
perhaps in a living room or a courtyard – to share the Lord’s supper, and to pray, and to learn 
about Jesus.  
 
The letter that we’re reading today – Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians – is a really important 
one for Christians, and anyone who studies early Christianity. Not because Thessalonika was 
such an important city, or because the church at Thessalonika was an important church, but 
because it’s the earliest piece of Christian writing that we have. If you were to take all the 
writings of the New Testament, and line them up from earliest to latest – as far as we can tell – 
First Thessalonians would come first! It was probably written only about twenty years after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. It’s exciting to read this letter, because it gives us this really 
early glimpse into what the early Jesus movement looked like.  
And what comes through so clear in this letter is Paul’s deep longing to be reunited with this 
community that he founded in Thessalonika. He had spent so much time with them – working 
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side by side with them, eating with them, teaching them, praying with them… he had come to 
love them like brothers and sisters, and they had come to love him. And now he is apart from 
them, planting a church in another city – probably Corinth, almost 300 miles away. And he is 
missing them. He’s longing for this Thessalonian community that has grown so dear to him. 
    
In chapter 2, Paul writes: “But since we were torn away from you, brothers and sisters, in person, 
but not in heart, out of our intense longing we eagerly tried to find a way to see you face to 
face. We wanted to come to you, again and again, but Satan hindered us!” You can just hear 
how much Paul is longing for this community. He even says he feels orphaned from them. 
  
So at the heart of this very earliest of Christian letters, is a story about disconnection, a story 
about isolation, a story about longing to be reunited. And though this story is over two thousand 
years old, it’s a story that speaks to us today. Because just as Paul was feeling disconnected 
and isolated from this community that he loved, so many of us are feeling disconnected and 
isolated from our communities, and our friends, and from those we love. Just as Paul was 
longing with all his heart to see his brothers and sisters in Christ face to face, we also long to see 
one another face to face. 
 
Last Sunday, several members at Abundant Life decided to hold a Sunday coffee hour over 
Zoom. When I joined the meeting, I saw the joy in everyone’s faces as they saw friends that they 
have been missing for weeks. And I felt joy, seeing their faces, and hearing their voices, and 
knowing that they were doing alright.  
 
Imagine if Paul had been able to use a technology like Zoom to see his beloved Thessalonians? 
Imagine how much joy he would have felt to see them face to face!  
 
Now of course, Paul didn’t have Zoom, or YouTube, or Facebook, or email. But if there’s one 
thing we know about Paul, it’s that he was persistent. He didn’t let anything get in the way of his 
mission to tell people about Jesus. This is a man who was beaten, flogged, stoned, shipwrecked, 
arrested, and even thrown in jail, and yet he refused to let anything stop him from telling others 
about Jesus. 
  
So Paul doesn’t let a little distance stop him from connecting with his beloved congregation at 
Thessalonika. He uses the most high-tech tools available to him: a pen and a piece of paper. 
And he composes this letter. And you can imagine that, for Paul, this letter was like a YouTube 
sermon for the Thessalonians. He didn’t just send it so that they could post it up on their 
refrigerator for a few weeks, and then file it away in a drawer.  He would have sent this letter 
personally with someone that he trusted, and that person would have carried this letter all the 
way to Thessalonika. You can imagine how much joy the Thessalonians must have felt when this 
friend of Paul’s arrived, after probably weeks on the road or at sea, with a letter written by Paul 
himself! They probably would have gathered the entire congregation together, so that everyone 
would be able to listen as this letter was read aloud. 
  
And we know that Paul’s letter didn’t end up tucked away in a drawer and forgotten. Instead, 
over time the Thessalonians decided to make copies of this letter, and share it with their friends 
and relatives, and with other churches nearby. And over time, other churches made copies of the 
letters that they had received, and shared those letters with the Thessalonians! And pretty soon, 
people who had never met Paul were hearing his words, and learning about Jesus. 
 
And the cool thing is, in a way, something similar is happening today. Congregations have 
adapted to this new reality by posting sermons and worship services on YouTube and Facebook.  
And people are hearing these messages, and finding hope in them, and they are sharing them 
with their friends and neighbours and relatives! There is something going on here, something 
bigger than any of us by ourselves, and I really believe that God is at work in the middle of it all. 
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We don’t know what the future holds – how long this will last, or how long we will be apart from 
each other. But we do know that God is in our midst, and the Holy Spirit isn’t afraid to learn new 
technology to tell the story of Jesus, and feed the body of Christ, and stir up faith, hope, and love 
in the hearts of this beloved community. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of faithfulness, empower your church to be witnesses throughout the world to the 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus. Send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith 
communities across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in the 
ELCIC, our Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our partners in 
the Anglican Church of Canada. We also pray for our companion synod, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Cameroon. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, we give you thanks for the gift of springtime – for longer days, warming weather, 
the songs of birds, and the greening earth. Be with farmers and gardeners as they prepare for a 
new growing season, and bless the fruits of their labours. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, be with all those who are grieving in the wake of the shootings in Nova Scotia last 
weekend. Bring peace and healing to the communities that were affected by this tragedy. Help 
those who grieve to find ways to support one another, even in this time of social distancing. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of faithfulness, be with Muslims around the world who are observing Ramadan in this 
changed world. Bless them in their fasting and prayer. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every country 
affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our neighbours, the 
United States. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in your loving arms. 
Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved ones have fallen ill. We pray, O 
Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially 
Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, 
Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna and Mike & Lorraine. We 
also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Betty Ann Spencer, 
George Meub and Phillippe Sarassin. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIFE PASSAGES 
It is with heavy hearts to announce that Betty Ann Spencer passed away Thursday, April 23, 
2020. Our prayers and condolences are extended to Betty Ann’s family and friends. 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to everyone who purchased plants from Glenlea Greenhouses for Prince of Peace’s 
Fundraiser! 
The delivery of plants will be Saturday, May 9, 2020. Bonnie Coss will be phoning and/or 
sending an email next week to everyone who placed an order to give you details of pick-up once 
delivery time is confirmed by Glenlea. Happy gardening! 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday 9:00 am-12 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm. 
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our 
members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support 
our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t 
meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Sante) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
 
24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba:  
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
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Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
 
 


