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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Lord of the resurrection, you died and were raised so that ultimately death would not prevail. 
Remind us daily that sin, and even death, have no power over us. 
Amen. 
  
GOSPEL READING - 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 
 
15 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being 
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to 
believe in vain. 
 
3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the 
least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 
come to believe. 
 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your 
faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 
of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not 
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been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have 
died in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 
 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come 
through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But 
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he 
has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  
 
51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body must 
put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When this perishable 
body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is 
written will be fulfilled: 
 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
Grace and peace to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, who died, who was raised, and who 
will come again. Amen. 
 
Have you ever been to an archeological site? A place where archeologists are busy at work, 
slowly and carefully removing the layers of earth and rubble, seeking to uncover something 
buried deep down, a precious piece of history forgotten in time. 
 
Perhaps Manitoba may not be the most exciting place for an archaeologist. But in other parts 
of the world – Europe, the Middle East, China – there are sites where you might uncover 
layer after layer of history – modern buildings built upon Medieval ruins, built upon ancient 
Greek or Roman foundations, perhaps. 
  
If we were archaeologists, carefully sifting through Paul’s letter to the Corinthians for clues 
about ancient Christianity, we might find ourselves shouting “Eureka!” Because here, buried 
deep in the 15th chapter, is a rare jewel, a precious fragment of a very ancient Christian 
creed, an oral tradition handed down from believer to believer that perhaps dates back to the 
early 30’s AD – only a few short years after Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. It goes like this: 
Paul says: I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received:  
 

That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  
that he was buried,  
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
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Now someone might ask you, “What do Christians believe?” And you could point them to an 
entire library full of books written about that question. You could drop Karl Barth’s twelve-
volume Church Dogmatics on their lap and say, “Here, read this.” But at the very heart of the 
Christian faith are these four statements: 
 
 Christ died for our sins. 
 We know he was really dead, because they buried him. 
 He was raised from the dead on the third day. 
 And we know he was really raised from the dead, because a bunch of people saw him. 
 
That’s it. It’s that simple. This is the oral tradition that Paul received from the first followers of 
Jesus, and the tradition that he has passed on to the believers in Corinth. 
Now for Paul, these are the basics. This is like Grade One in Paul’s Sunday School 
classroom. So why does Paul feel the need to remind the Corinthians about this basic 
teaching? 
 
Well, it’s because some of the Corinthians aren’t so sure they really buy this whole 
resurrection of the dead thing. They’re like, “Yo Paul, we dig communion, and these spiritual 
gifts are really cool. But resurrection of the dead? That’s just creepy. It’s way too Walking 
Dead Zombie Apocalypse, you know what I’m saying? I mean, why are you so hung up on 
this resurrection thing anyway? It would be so much cooler if we were all like Jedi knights 
you know? Like when Obi-Wan Kenobi died, and his body vanished and his spirit became 
one with the Force. You know, that kind of thing.” 
 
But for Paul, resurrection isn’t optional. It’s at the very foundation of his faith. Because we 
are united with Christ in baptism, we are also united with him in death and resurrection. Paul 
says that Jesus’ resurrection is like the first fruits of the harvest – in another letter he calls 
Jesus “the firstborn of the dead.” (Colossians 1:18). Jesus’ resurrection is God’s promise to 
us, that we too will be raised from the dead when Christ comes again at the end of all things.  
For Paul, it’s so important that the Corinthians believe and trust in the resurrection of Jesus, 
that he starts naming the witnesses. Peter. The Twelve Disciples. More than five hundred 
brothers and sisters who saw him all at once. Most of them are still alive – go ask them 
yourselves! Even James, the brother of Jesus. James who grew up with Jesus, who knew 
him right from childhood. If this is all just a hoax, surely James would know better!  
And last of all, Paul says, Jesus appeared to me. Last of all he appeared to me – not 
because I deserved to see him, but only by the grace of God. 
  
And it was that appearance – that encounter with the living, risen Jesus – that transformed 
Paul’s life forever. That encounter with the living, risen Jesus transformed Paul from a 
persecutor of the church, to teacher and apostle; from a man who would arrest and stone 
Christians, to a man who would endure arrest and stoning for the sake of Jesus Christ. Paul 
believed so deeply in this message of resurrection, that he risked his life every day to share 
that message with others. 
 
So for the past seven weeks, this Easter season, we’ve been learning about the early Jesus 
movement, first by hearing some stories from the Book of Acts, and over the last few weeks 
hearing readings from Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians and the Corinthians. We’ve heard 
how this little movement started out with a handful of frightened believers, hiding in a locked 
upper room, and how it spread across the ancient world through the work and witness of 
apostles like Paul. We’ve heard about some of the arguments and challenges that these 
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early Christian communities were facing. And we’ve pondered some of the important issues 
for these early Christians – unity, hope, faith, love, and resurrection. 
 
And next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost: the event that marks the birth of the church, 
where the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples like tongues of fire, and they began to share 
the gospel in other languages.  
 
So stay tuned. The story continues. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Faithful God, empower your church to be witnesses throughout the world to the resurrection 
of your Son, Jesus. Send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith 
communities across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in 
the ELCIC, our Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our 
partners in the Anglican Church of Canada. We also pray for our companion synod, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, we pray for the ministries of our Synod that are affected by social distancing 
restrictions, especially Luther Village, the Urban, and Campus and Youth Ministry. We also 
pray for the work of our national church, and the work of Canadian Lutheran World Relief. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of wisdom, be with all teachers, students, and families who are adjusting to learning at 
home, and over the internet. Be especially with families who are under extra stress as they 
seek to balance work, child care, education, and other responsibilities. Be with children and 
teenagers who are feeling lonely and missing their peers. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every country 
affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our neighbours, 
the United States. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in your loving 
arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved ones have fallen ill. 
We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & Stan, 
Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, Anna, Mike 
& Lorraine, Esther and Gary. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family 
and friends of Betty Ann Spencer and George Meub. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to our reader, Wayne Nyysola; Donna Mauthe and the Trio (Deborah, Janice and 
Liz). Thank you as well as to everyone who is contributing to the online worship services, 
including: Caitlin Kostna and Alyssa Goertz (video editing), Ashley Coss, Bonnie Coss, and 
Rick Scherger (website and online communication), and our admin assistants, Deborah 
Labrie and Rylee Innes.  
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday from 9:00-12:00 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm.  
 
VIRTUAL COFFEE TIME 
Prince of Peace had a very successful virtual Coffee Time on May 10. Thirteen families 
participated and it was nice to catch up. We will be continuing to have Coffee Time every two 
weeks with the next one scheduled this Sunday, May 24 at 11:31 am. Watch for the meeting 
notice coming this week by email. 
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 
 
911 Emergency 
Dial 911 
 
Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 
204-986-6222 
 
Health Links (Info Santé) 
204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257 
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24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 
Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 
204-925-0600 
 
Klinic Crisis Line 
204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 
Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 
1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 
Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 
1-800-668-6868 
 
Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 
204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 
TTY 204-784-4097 
 


