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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 

www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Holy Lord, your followers gave to your children something more powerful and more valuable 
than riches. They gave healing and hope. Bring healing and hope into our world and show 
us evidence of your presence in our lives. 
Amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING - Acts 3:1-10 

 

3 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock 
in the afternoon. 2  And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him 
daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from 
those entering the temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he 
asked them for alms. 4 Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And 
he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I 
have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately 
his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he 
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 All the people saw 
him walking and praising God, 10 and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and 
ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
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SERMON - “Learning to Live with Open Hands” 

 
Grace and peace to you, in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
 
Have you ever met someone on the street who has asked you for change? What did you 
do? Did you say no, and walk away? Did you give them the change in your pocket?  
Did you offer them something else, like a bus ticket or a granola bar? Or did you offer to buy 
them coffee or lunch? 
 
In our story today from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter and John meet a panhandler. It’s 
three in the afternoon, which is the hour of daily prayer in Jerusalem, and so they’re on their 
way to the Temple along with lots of other people. And this is where they meet this particular 
man, sitting at the gate of the Temple. 
 
Now every human being on the planet – rich and poor, man and woman, old and young – 
everyone has a story. And this man has a story. We don’t know much of it – we don’t even 
know his name – but we do know that he is not able to walk, and he’s been living with this 
disability his whole life, over forty years. And because of this disability, he isn’t able to work, 
he isn’t able to get around, and he is dependent upon others for everything. But he’s got 
some friends, and these friends have faithfully picked him up and brought him to the temple, 
day after day, so that he can beg for alms, and hopefully collect enough change to buy 
perhaps a morsel of bread at the end of the day. 
  
Now this man doesn’t realize, but today his life is going to change forever. Today, he is 
going to ask two strangers for change, and through the power of the risen Christ they will 
give him something much more valuable – his legs will be healed. He’ll be able to walk 
again. And his whole place in society will change. He will no longer be the beggar at the 
gate, but the one leaping, and dancing, and praising God in the temple.  
But I want to back up a minute. Because there is this moment, this brief moment before this 
amazing miracle happens. This man calls out to Peter and John, and they hear him. And 
they see him. They look right at him. It says, “Peter directed his gaze toward the man.” They 
see him. 
 
So often, this man has felt invisible. So often, he has been passed by. So often his pleas for 
alms have been ignored. But today, he is seen. Today, Peter and John see him, and he will 
know that it’s not only Peter and John who are seeing him, but Jesus sees him. And that will 
change everything. 
 
Martin Luther died in the year 1546, at the age of 63. Before he died, he wrote one final 
sentence. “We are beggars, this is true.” We are beggars, this is true. 
 
Many of us take pride in the idea that we have what we have because we deserve it. 
Because we have earned it. That we have somehow earned our house, our lifestyle, our 
status in society, perhaps even our health. That these are the results of our hard work, or our 
skill, or knowledge, or persistence or character. So Martin Luther’s last words are offensive 
to our ears – “we are beggars, this is true.” 
 
And yet, do we really believe that we could come before God and demand anything based 
on our merit? That we could demand God’s love, or God’s forgiveness, or God’s gift of 
eternal life, because somehow we have earned it? 
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No. Instead, we can only come before God with open hands, the way that each one of us 
approaches the communion table. We can only approach God as beggars, and ask God for 
things that are never earned but only given as free gifts – mercy, forgiveness, salvation – 
trusting in God’s promise of steadfast and abundant love. And just like the man in this story, 
God sees us. God hears us. And God is faithful to God’s promises. 
 
The man that Peter and John met at the temple gate had lived his entire life with open 
hands. He had learned to ask for help. For many of us, this is not a skill we have learned. 
Many of us have become accustomed to a sense of independence.  
 
But in this time of upheaval, with the world changing so quickly around us, many of us have 
found ourselves in situations where we must ask for help from others. Many of us are living 
in self-isolation. We have been learning to ask other to help us, by buying groceries or 
running errands for us. We are learning to live with open hands. 
 
Many of us have lost work. Many of us have lost income. We are learning to ask for help. To 
ask our landlords and banks to lower our rent or mortgage payments. To apply for 
government assistance. We are learning to live with open hands. 
 
Many of us are struggling with our mental health right now. Things that we used to be able to 
handle on our own are now that much harder. We are learning to ask for help, to ask for 
support from those around us. We are learning to live with open hands. 
 
Learning to live with open hands is not easy. But you are not alone. You are in good 
company. And God sees you. God hears you. And God is faithful. 
 
One of the beautiful things about this story of healing is that we see God at work through two 
human beings. God works through Peter and John – two simple, uneducated fishermen, two 
humans with flaws and failures just like the rest of us. God works through these two humans, 
to bring healing to this man. 
 
And in the same way, God is at work today, through ordinary, every-day human beings. God 
is at work through nurses and caregivers. God is working through therapists and counsellors. 
God is working through people who are choosing to donate to food banks and charities. God 
is working through IT specialists and cable installers who are helping to keep us connected. 
God is working through children who are placing signs of encouragement in their windows. 
God is working through neighbours and friends. Wherever ordinary people are showing 
kindness and compassion and generosity, God is at work. 
 
We are learning to live with open hands. And God sees us. God hears us. God is faithful to 
the promises God has made to us in Jesus Christ. And God is at work in our world. 
Amen. 
 
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Faithful God, empower your church to be witnesses throughout the world to the resurrection 
of your Son, Jesus. Send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and faith 
communities across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own congregations in 
the ELCIC, our Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, Susan, as well as our 
partners in the Anglican Church of Canada. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, we pray for all those affected by spring flooding. Protect those whose 
homes are at risk, and watch over those who sandbag and build dikes. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of comfort, be with all those affected by the shootings in Nova Scotia last weekend. We 
pray especially for the families of those killed, including the family of the suspect, Gabriel 
Wortman. Bring peace and healing to the communities that were affected by this tragedy, 
including Portapique and Enfield. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for personal care homes and seniors residences. Protect residents, 
and guide and sustain nurses, health care aids, and support staff. Bring healing to places 
that have been affected by the outbreak. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 
country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
neighbours, the United States. Be especially with developing countries that lack strong 
health care and financial infrastructure. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying 
close in your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved 
ones have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially George & Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & 
Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, and 
Anna. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Philippe 
Sarrasin and George Meub. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR – PLANT FUNDRAISER-  
 
FINAL WEEK  DEADLINE FOR Orders  - ONLINE  May 1, 2020 
It is time to think of spring! An exciting Prince of Peace Fundraiser with Glenlea 

Greenhouses has begun!  – Over 200 items, plants for inside and outside, container 

gardening.     

Simple steps to shopping and paying online at Glenlea Greenhouses website at 

www.glenleagreenhouses.com.  

1) Select Fundraising on home page and then select Fundraiser products,  

2) shop, search and select all your items,  

3) when finished shopping you Select your group “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church” 

and Seller Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church”.   

Then proceed to checkout and pay by credit card.    

If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Coss at 204 254-1488. 

WE WILL DELIVER THE PLANTS TO YOUR HOUSE IF THERE ARE STILL 

RESTRICTIONS HAPPENING. 

Tell all your friends! Delivery date will be Saturday, May 9. Monies will go into our 

Fundraising account to be used for various needs like to repair our roof.   

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday 9:00 am-12 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm. 
 

OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

 Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

 Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 

We are thankful for your continued support! 

http://www.glenleagreenhouses.com/

