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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Second Sunday of Easter, Year A  

Sunday, April 19, 2020 
 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Lord Jesus, after your death and resurrection you sent your followers into the world to 
proclaim your resurrection to the entire world. Send us into the world to bear witness to all 
you have done in our lives. 
Amen. 
 
GOSPEL READING - Acts 1:1-14 
 
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have 
heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
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Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
 
 
SERMON - “God’s Good News is Going Global!” 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen. 

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen! Alleluia!! (pause…) I didn’t hear you say anything… instead 
maybe you were checking your YouTube link to see if you are accidentally watching last 
week’s sermon. No, you’re not. I said, “Happy Easter,” and I mean it. For our society, Easter 
is a one-day event – the Easter egg hunt, the meal, the binging on chocolate… But for the 
church, we celebrate the season Easter for seven weeks. It’s a time to dwell a little longer in 
the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection… to open our hearts to the presence of Jesus 
risen among us today.  

Over the next few weeks, we’ll be hearing about the story of the early church – the early 
community that gathered around this message of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We begin in 
the book of the Acts of the Apostles, and we find ourselves today in the upper room, with 
Jesus disciples, after he is risen from the dead… waiting. Waiting in the upper room. Waiting 
for something to happen. 

Now this upper room was a sort of apartment in Jerusalem, and it’s where Jesus and his 
disciples shared their last meal together. It’s where Jesus taught his disciples how to 
remember him by celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It’s where Jesus prayed for his disciples, 
and where he gave them the commandment to love one another as he loved them. And it’s 
where they gathered after his execution, afraid that what happened to Jesus might also 
happen to them.  

And this upper room is where the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. And according to 
Acts, Jesus instructs his disciples to stay in the upper room, and wait for God to do 
something new – to send the Holy Spirit. So they’re all there, and I imagine it must have 
been a pretty crowded room. There were Peter, James, and John, and the rest of the twelve 
– minus Judas. And there were the women as well - Mary Magdalene, Jesus mother Mary, 
and the others. And Jesus siblings were there as well. And they find themselves holed up in 
this upper room, waiting… waiting for a storm to pass… waiting for God to act. 

Now I imagine that they may have started to get a little stir crazy. And perhaps many of us 
can relate to this experience of waiting indoors… waiting at home, waiting for a storm to 
pass… waiting for things to change… waiting for God to act. 

Acts records this scene where the risen Jesus appears to his disciples, and his disciples are 
getting impatient. They ask him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” In other words, “Lord, when is life going to get back to normal? When can we get 
back to the “good old days?” Now for the disciples, the “good old days” were the days when 
Israel was its own sovereign nation, and the Israelite people had their own king… before the 
Romans waltzed in and took over. And they’re wondering if maybe now, with Jesus risen 
from the dead, he will be the one to restore Israel to its glory days. 

But Jesus responds, and I think if we were to hear his response in our own language, it 
might sound like this: “I don’t think you get it! Things aren’t going back to normal! Things 
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can’t go back to normal. What you witnessed - my death and resurrection - it changes 
everything. Think outside of the box. This is so much bigger now… so much bigger than just 
Israel, so much bigger than this little tiny parcel of land. We can’t go back to normal, 
because now, God’s promise is for everyone.” 

“This is so much bigger now. God’s kingdom is no longer going to be limited to this piece of 
land… God’s kingdom is going global! And you… you Peter, you John, you James, you 
Mary… you are going to be the messengers. You are going to my witnesses, not only here in 
Jerusalem, but in Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth!” 

You know, I wonder… I wonder if perhaps God is up to something in our time as well. I 
wonder if we are also asking the same questions that Jesus disciples were asking – when 
are things going to get back to normal? I find myself asking this question a lot. When will we 
be able to pick up our lives again? When will we be able to see our friends and family again? 
When will we be able to go to work again? Lord, when will you restore our society? When 
will you restore our economy? When will you restore our nation?  

We all have this desire for life to return back to normal. It’s natural to feel that way. 

And hopefully the time will come soon when we will start to see things beginning to change. 
But they won’t be the same. Because we have changed. We have changed as a society; we 
have changed as a community of faith. I believe that this crucible, this global crisis, may 
somehow be transforming us in ways that we aren’t even aware of yet. 

I wonder if our imaginations are deeper. I wonder if our hearts are more open. If we’ve grown 
in compassion and gratitude for one other. In our windows, our children have posted hearts 
and smiley faces and rainbows, and signs that say, “Stay well,” and “We love you” and 
“Thank you, front line workers!” There are people on the street corners with placards that 
say, “Thank you, health care workers!” Even Google, every day, is creating a Google icon 
thanking essential workers – not only health care professionals, but grocers and truck drivers 
and custodians.  

This crucible is transforming us, and we are growing in gratitude and compassion. We are 
reaching out to our neighbours. We are picking up groceries for our elders. We are checking 
in on folks in self-isolation. Our radio stations and newspapers are learning to report good 
news stories again. To shed light not only on stories of tragedy and suffering, but stories of 
hope, stories of compassion, stories of gratitude, stories of humanity. 

And our congregations are being transformed as well. Prince of Peace has started a phone 
tree, and we have volunteers phoning members and checking in on them. Abundant Life is 
distributing Sobey’s gift cards to neighbours who need a little extra help. We are being 
transformed. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and Judea, and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The good news of Jesus is going global. And in our 
own awkward attempt to continue worshiping together through the internet, God’s Spirit has 
been moving, working through our little Shared Ministry to bring the good news of Jesus to 
the ends of the earth as well! You may have not been aware, but as we have been 
worshiping together online over the past month, we’ve been worshiping not just with folks in 
Winnipeg and East St. Paul, but folks in Steinbach and Erickson, and Toronto and Iowa and 
Montana, and Costa Rica and even China!  
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And that’s just our little shared ministry. Imagine all the ways that churches and faith 
communities around the world are reaching out to their congregations and communities in 
new ways. God is up to something here. God’s Spirit is at work, renewing us, transforming 
us, and proclaiming God’s message to the ends of the earth. 

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of creation, we pray for all those affected by spring flooding. Protect those whose 
homes are at risk, and watch over those who sandbag and build dikes. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for all who are working on the front lines in this crisis: doctors and 
nurses, health care aides, emergency first responders. For all who work in health care. 
Guide them in their work. Protect them and keep them safe. Give them compassion and 
wisdom. Be with their families. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with children and students in this time of uncertainty. Protect them, give 
them courage and hope, comfort them when they feel anxious, lonely, or worried. Hold them 
in your love. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with all those who work to provide food for our communities: farmers, 
farm labourers, truck drivers, grocers, food banks and soup kitchens. Be with everyone who 
is helping to provide food and groceries for neighbours and loved ones. Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 
country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
neighbours, the United States. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in your 
loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved ones have 
fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially George & Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & 
Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, and 
Anna. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends of Philippe 
Sarrasin and George Meub. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIFE PASSAGES  
It is with heavy hearts to announce that George Meub passed away Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 
Our prayers and condolences are extended to Ilse and family members and friends. 
 
SPRING IS IN THE AIR – PLANT FUNDRAISER 
It is time to think of spring! An exciting Prince of Peace Fundraiser with Glenlea 
Greenhouses has begun!  – Over 200 items, plants for inside and outside, container 
gardening.     

DEADLINE FOR Orders  - ONLINE  May 1, 2020 

Orders can be done online - there are simple steps to shopping and paying online at Glenlea 
Greenhouses website at www.glenleagreenhouses.com.  
1) Select Fundraising on home page and then select Fundraiser products,  
2) shop, search and select all your items,  
3) when finished shopping you Select your group “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church” 
and Seller Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church”.   
Then proceed to checkout and pay by credit card.    
If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Coss at 204 254-1488. 
WE WILL DELIVER THE PLANTS TO YOUR HOUSE IF THERE ARE STILL 
RESTRICTIONS HAPPENING. 
Tell all your friends! Delivery date will be Saturday, May 9. Monies will go into our 
Fundraising account to be used for various needs like to repair our roof.   
 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Deborah will be in the office Monday 9:00 am-12 pm and Thursday from 1:30-4:30 pm. 
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 


