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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Sharing God’s peace 

 
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day, Year A  

Sunday Worship, April 12, 2020 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! 
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to 
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, 
we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of 
God’s endless love. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
READINGS 

Gospel for Maundy Thursday: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned 
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging 
them to do the same for one other. 

Gospel for Good Friday: John 18:1--19:42 
On Good Friday, the story of Jesus’ passion—from his arrest to his burial—is read in its 
entirety from the Gospel of John.  
Gospel for Easter Sunday: Matthew 28:1-10 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim 
the good news: Jesus is risen! 

 
 



2 
 

EASTER SERMON 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!  
 
Today is Easter. The day that we celebrate how God raised Jesus from the dead. It’s a day 
of joy, a day of celebration, a day of jubilation. Though perhaps it may not feel quite like 
Easter to you. Perhaps it may not be easy for us to feel joyful, or triumphant, or jubilant 
today. Perhaps the doldrums of self-isolation and social distancing cause us to feel that 
there isn’t much about this day that makes it different than any other day. Or perhaps the 
aching to be with family and friends and those we love makes it hard for us to feel like there 
is much to celebrate this Easter at all. 
 
Perhaps the question for us today is: Can we truly celebrate Easter right now? Can we truly 
celebrate Easter in the middle of a global pandemic? Is it right to celebrate Easter, when 
there is so much suffering around us? Is it even possible to celebrate Easter, when we are 
separated from the ones we love? 
 
My mother grew up in a devout Ukrainian Catholic family, on a farm, near a little town called 
Oakburn, Manitoba. And over the years she has continued to uphold many of the traditions 
that she grew up with, and I am thankful that she has passed on to us such a rich and 
beautiful heritage.  
 
In the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, Easter is a very special time, and one of the traditions that 
marks the Easter weekend is the blessing of the baskets. So every year, Mom would get 
together with her sisters, or with my sister, and she would make baskets of food to be 
blessed. And in the basket she would put ham, and kubasa, and hard-boiled eggs, and 
butter, and beet relish, and cream cheese, and of course, fresh loaves of paska bread.  
 
And on the Saturday before Easter she would bring us to the church with these baskets. And 
all the families of the parish would gather in the church basement, and they would place their 
baskets on the tables, and the Priest would come out, wearing his liturgical garments, and 
carrying holy water. And he would bless the baskets with the holy water, and he would bless 
the people with the holy water, and he would bless the children with the holy water. And as 
he was blessing the baskets, and the people, and the children, he would sing in Ukrainian: 
 
Khrystos voskres iz mertvykh, 
Smertiu smert podolav, 
I tym shcho v hrobakh 
Zhyttia daruvav! 
 
And then he’d sing it in English:  
Christ is risen from the dead 
Trampling down death by death 
And on those in the tombs bestowing life. 
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You know, this year I’m mourning the fact that Mom won’t be able to take a basket of food to 
church to be blessed. I’m mourning the fact that there won’t be blessed food on our table this 
Easter. And I’m mourning the fact that our family won’t be gathering around Mom’s table, set 
with her beautifully embroidered Ukrainian table cloth, and decorated with psyanky, beautiful 
painted eggs.  
 
And perhaps you have Easter traditions that you are missing as well. Maybe Easter 
breakfast at church. Maybe Easter egg hunts with your grandchildren. Maybe going to 
Grandpa’s and Grandma’s for dinner. Maybe you’ll try to carry on some of these traditions 
over Zoom or Skype, but it won’t quite be the same.  
 
And so the question before today is, can we really, truly celebrate Easter this year? 
 
And you know what? I believe we can. I believe that yes, we can really, truly celebrate 
Easter, even in the midst of all this. Not only that, I believe that we must celebrate Easter. 
That perhaps our world is counting on us to celebrate Easter. That perhaps our world is 
counting on us to stand up in the middle of everything that’s going on, and to make this crazy 
proclamation, this crazy proclamation that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. The crazy 
proclamation that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and 
to those in the tombs, to those surrounded by sickness and death and devastation and 
hopelessness, he is giving life. I keep coming back to that Ukrainian Catholic priest, blessing 
the baskets, blessing the people, blessing the children, and singing: 
 
Khrystos voskres iz mertvykh, 
Smertiu smert podolav, 
I tym shcho v hrobakh 
Zhyttia daruvav! 
 
Christ is risen from the dead 
Trampling down death by death 
And on those in the tombs bestowing life. 
 
Now maybe you think that this is crazy. Maybe you think that it’s crazy to make this 
proclamation of hope, when all the evidence around us points to the contrary.  
 
Well, imagine how crazy Peter must have felt. God called Peter to proclaim this Easter 
message to a Roman centurion named Cornelius. Have you ever met a Roman Centurion? I 
haven’t. But I don’t want to. This man, Cornelius, was in charge of 100 trained and deadly 
Roman soldiers. He was a part of the Italian Cohort. He was battle-hardened. He was lethal. 
It was his job to stare death in the face and prevail. You don’t mess with this guy.  
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And God gives Peter the job of telling Cornelius that his friend Jesus… who by the way was 
sentenced to death as a criminal by Cornelius’s boss, Pontius Pilate, and was crucified by 
Roman soldiers… that Peter’s buddy Jesus had risen from the dead, and Peter and his 
buddies had even eaten with him! Imagine how Peter must have felt, looking this Roman 
Centurion in the eye and proclaiming that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. It’s crazy, but 
he did it. Because God called him to do it. And Cornelius believed, and he and all his 
relatives and friends were baptized that very day. Cornelius believed, because this man, 
whose job was to stare death in the face, needed to know that death would not have the final 
word. 
 
It’s a crazy proclamation, this Easter message. But it’s our job to proclaim it. It’s our duty to 
proclaim it, so that in a world where every headline, every news channel, every social media 
feed is filled with COVID-19, that this Easter message rings louder:  
Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, so that death shall not have the final word. 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death 
 And on those in the tombs he is bestowing life! 
 
Our world is counting on us to proclaim this message of hope. To shout it from the 
mountaintops. To proclaim it on Youtube, and Twitter, and Instagram and Facebook. To text 
it to our friends, to shout it from our balconies and front porches! 
 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
 
Come on, say it louder! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
 
One more time: 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Easter Sunday, 2020 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of new life, be with Christians everywhere this Holy Week. Be present in communities 
that have been hardest hit by the outbreak. Be present with Christians who are not able to 
gather for worship and prayer. Give your church boldness and courage to witness to your 
presence in the midst of suffering, and your promise of resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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God of new life, we also pray for our Jewish neighbours, especially those who are not able to 
gather to celebrate Passover this week. Bless them as they seek meaningful ways to 
remember your story of deliverance from slavery. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for all who are working on the front lines in this crisis: doctors and 
nurses, health care aides, emergency first responders. For all who work in health care. 
Guide them in their work. Protect them and keep them safe. Give them compassion and 
wisdom. Be with their families. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with children and students in this time of uncertainty. Protect them, give 
them courage and hope, comfort them when they feel anxious, lonely, or worried. Hold them 
in your love. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 
country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
neighbours, the United States.  Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in 
your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved ones 
have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of new life, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 
especially George & Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, Maureen & 
Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, Linda, Louise, 
Phillipe, and Anna. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and friends 
of Gerda Fahr. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We 
remember those who have died, (especially Gerda Fahr, Bill Risto, Bill and Rosemary 
Russell, Lorraine Wilkes, Alex Popp, Randy Loeb, and those we name before you now). 
Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SPRING IS IN THE AIR – PLANT FUNDRAISER 
An exciting Prince of Peace Fundraiser with Glenlea Greenhouses has begun!  –  
Over 200 items, plants for inside and outside, container gardening.    
Don’t forget to order your plants!    
 
NEW DEADLINE  - ONLINE Orders May 1, 2020 and PAPER Orders – April 15, 2020. 
Orders can be done online - there are simple steps to shopping and paying online at 
Glenlea Greenhouses website at www.glenleagreenhouses.com.  
1) Select Fundraising on home page and then select Fundraiser products,  
2) shop, search and select all your items,  
3) when finished shopping you Select your group “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church” 
and Seller Type “Prince of Peace Lutheran Church”.   
Then proceed to checkout and pay by credit card.    
If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Coss at 204 254-1488. 
If you have a paper order form, make your cheque out to “Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church”. You can drop it off in the mail box at the church--just call the office at 204-
256-8712 to let us know you did that.   
WE WILL DELIVER THE PLANTS TO YOUR HOUSE IF THERE ARE STILL 
RESTRICTIONS HAPPENING. 
Tell all your friends! Delivery date will be Saturday, May 9. Monies will go into our 
Fundraising account to be used for various needs like to repair our roof.   
 
OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many 
people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on 
our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to 
support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we 
aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 
o to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 
  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
  930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 
We are thankful for your continued support! 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
930 Winakwa Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1E7 

Office Phone: 204-256-8712 
Pastor’s Cell: 204-995-2350 
popoffice@peacechurch.ca 

 
www.poplutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

Like us on Facebook! 


