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INTRODUCTION 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the 

dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To 

those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise 

of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him 

to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember 

God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ 

and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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READINGS 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though 

dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times 

Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

 

Psalm 130 

I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 

 

Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The 

driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for 

self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will 

also raise us from the dead. 

 

John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a 

dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

 

SERMON - Lazarus. John 11:1-45   March 29, 2020. Lent 5A 

Grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ, the Resurrection, who calls us out from 

dead places, and gives us new life. Amen. 

Today is Sunday. And Sunday is the Lord’s Day. Sunday is the day that Christians 

have been meeting for over two thousand years. And there is a reason we meet on 

Sunday. It’s not because it’s the Sabbath. God rested on the Sabbath day, on the 

seventh day of the week. And that’s Saturday. Christians meet on the first day of the 

week, on Sunday. Because Sunday is the day that Jesus was raised from the dead. 

Sunday is the day of resurrection. And so every Sunday, even if there is war, or 

drought, or famine, or plague, Christians raise their voices and proclaim that today is 

the day. Today is the day that Jesus was raised from the dead. Today is the day that 

God declared victory over death. Every Sunday, Christians stand in a world filled 

with death, and we dare to proclaim the promise of resurrection. 
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And our world needs that promise of resurrection today. Our neighbours need that 

promise of resurrection today. Our families need that promise of resurrection today. 

And we need that promise of resurrection today.  

And so it is good that our scripture texts today are stories about resurrection. In our 

Old Testament reading, we hear from the prophet Ezekiel. The valley of dry bones, 

and God’s promise to breathe new life into those bones. God’s promise to call the 

people of Israel out of their graves, and give them new life. And in the Gospel of 

John, the story of Lazarus, who falls ill and dies, and is called out of his grave by the 

One whose love for him goes beyond the grave… the One who is the Resurrection… 

Jesus Christ.  

When Jesus informs his disciples that their friend, their brother, Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, they say, “Lord if he has fallen asleep, he’ll be OK.” They are in denial. So 

Jesus has to be blunt with them. “Lazarus is dead.”  

Denial is a very human response when we are faced with an overwhelming situation. 

I’m sure we all have experienced denial recently. A couple weeks ago, I walked into 

a Bulk Barn with my reusable containers, and the cashier politely informed me that 

they could not accept those containers because of the COVID-19 situation. And I got 

upset! I said, “O come on! That’s happening in China… it’s happening in Italy… it’s 

not happening here!” I was in denial. And two weeks later, with all the changes that 

have happened around us in what seems like a blink of an eye, I look back at that 

and say, “And I was upset about Bulk Barn not accepting my containers?” 

The promise of resurrection is not a denial of death. It’s not a promise that 

everything will be OK. The promise of resurrection is an answer to death, not a 

denial of death.  

So Jesus says, “Les us go to him. Let us go to Judea.” And the disciples react in fear. 

They are afraid, that if they go to Judea, if they go to Lazarus, they too will die. I’m 

sure that many of us have also experienced a sense of fear recently. Fear is a human 

emotion. But the promise of resurrection gives us courage to trust in God, courage 

to seek life, even in the face of fear. 

As Jesus is approaching Bethany, Lazarus’ sister Martha comes to meet him. Martha 

is filled with grief. And she says to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, by brother 

would not have died.” When tragedy strikes, there are a lot of “if’ only’s.” If only I 

had stayed home. If only I had washed my hands more diligently. If only we were 
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more prepared. If only. It’s a very human thing to say, “If only.” But Jesus doesn’t 

make any excuses. Instead he gives Martha a promise. “Your brother will rise again.”  

Then Martha’s sister, Mary finds Jesus. And Jesus sees her grief, and in that 

moment, he is filled with grief too. Jesus weeps. He weeps for his friend, Lazarus. He 

weeps for Lazarus’ loved ones, for Mary and Martha. He weeps for the suffering and 

the sorrow that his friends have endured.  

The promise of resurrection does not erase suffering. It does not erase grief, or 

sorrow. When we are filled with grief, Jesus is right there beside us, weeping with 

us, holding our sorrow in his heart. 

When Ezekiel was in the valley, filled with dry bones, God asks him, “Mortal, can 

these bones live?” And Ezekiel says, “O Lord GOD, you know.” And God says to 

Ezekiel, “Speak to these bones, Ezekiel. Speak to them, and say, “O dry bones, hear 

the word of the Lord. Thus says the LORD God to these bones, I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. O Israel, I am going to open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you home. I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and you will know that I am the LORD.” 

And so Jesus comes to the cave where Lazarus is buried. And the whole town is 

gathered around the grave. And Mary and Martha are there. And the unspoken 

question on everyone’s hearts is, “Can these bones live?” And Jesus, who is 

Resurrection and Life, gives an answer. Jesus calls Lazarus out of his grave. Jesus 

calls him by name, and says, “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus rises, and comes out. 

And Jesus says, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Resurrection does not deny the reality of death. Instead, resurrection is God’s 

answer to death. Resurrection is God’s promise that death shall not have the final 

word. God’s promise of resurrection gives us hope beyond death, hope beyond the 

grave.  

God’s promise of resurrection means that, just as Jesus called Lazarus by name, 

there will come a day when God will open our graves, and Jesus will call each one of 

us by name, and say, “Donna, come out. Paul, come out. Willi, come out. Elsie, come 

out. Bonnie, come out. Kim, come out. Randy, come out. Alec, come out. Liz, come 

out. Vera, come out. John, come out. Rita, come out. Bill, come out. Jeremy, come 

out.” God will call each one of us by name, and say, “Come out of your graves. 

Receive my breath into your lungs. Be filled with my Spirit. Be filled with new life!”  
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This promise of resurrection, this hope that goes beyond the grave, it transforms 

our lives, so that even in the face of death, we hear God’s voice calling to us, calling 

us out of our graves, calling us to live in the hope and the freedom of new life.  

So when we gather together, on Sunday, on the Lord’s Day, and we sing songs, and 

listen to scripture, and pray together, and share the peace with one another, we 

proclaim this promise of resurrection to a world in desperate need of hope. Even 

though we are gathering in our homes, around computer screens and smart phones, 

we’re still gathering, and Christ is still with us. Christ, who says, “I am the 

resurrection. Have courage. I have defeated death, so that you may have life, and 

have it abundantly.”  

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Life-giving God, in the midst of this crisis, help your church to witness to your 
promise of resurrection. Be with all churches and faith communities who are not 
able to gather for worship. Strengthen us in faith. Grow our love for one another. 
Help us to share hope with those around us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, we pray for all who are working on the front lines in this crisis: 
doctors and nurses, health care aides, emergency first responders. For all who work 
in health care. Guide them in their work. Protect them and keep them safe. Give 
them compassion and wisdom. Be with their families. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, be with all who are struggling emotionally during this time. Be with 
those who are struggling with anxiety and depression, those who are hopeless, 
those who are struggling with isolation and loneliness. Be with those who are 
saddened by the loss of life-giving activities, and the cancellation of important 
events. Be with all who are facing unemployment, lay-offs, or financial distress.  
Help all of us to reach out to our neighbours, to offer listening ears and helping 
hands. Help us to support one another during this time of crisis. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Life-giving God, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for 
China, Italy, Spain, France, Iran, and countries all over the world, for the United 
States, and for Canada. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in 
your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved 
ones have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing 
hand, (especially George & Ilse, Dillon, George, Sonia, Aimo, Lil, Brooke, Vera, David, 
Maureen  Stan, Dorothy, Ellie, Margaret, Hildegard, Paul, Martha, Ernie, Brigitte, 
Linda, Louise, Phillipe, Anna, Pastor Mark, and Pastor David.)  We also pray for those 
who are grieving, especially the family of Bill Risto. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 

commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR – PLANT FUNDRAISER 

We have an exciting Prince of Peace Fundraiser with Glenlea Greenhouses! There 

are over 200 items and catalogues are here. Something for everyone – plants for 

inside and outside, container gardening.   This year’s campaign will be a sale of 

bedding plants, perennials, hanging baskets, vegetables, herbs, succulents, 

container gardens and Plant Gift Cards (which can be used at their retail location or 

at their booth at the Farmer’s Market in St. Norbert or the Downtown Winnipeg 

Market.  Fall Garden Mums can be ordered now and delivered shortly after Labour 

Day in the fall.  Orders can be done on paper or online. Order forms must be 

returned to church by April 6, 2020.  Deadline for online orders is 11:59 pm on 

April 15, 2020 (if you do not have online order instructions, please contact the church 

office and we will email them to you).  Order forms are available in the narthex. 

Please share with family & friends.  Delivery date is Saturday, May 9 from 2-3 pm. 

Proceeds will go towards a new roof and building repairs. 
  

SANDWICH-MAKING FOR THE URBAN 

Community lunch & suppers have been cancelled for the Urban, but they will still be 

distributing bagged lunches at the door.  We are still providing lunch for March 29, 
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but only 2 people will be working on making sandwiches, so we do not need 

volunteers.   The bagged lunches will be dropped off at door the Urban on Sunday.  

 

PASTOR ON VACATION 

Pastor Jeremy will be on vacation from March 30 – April 1.   For emergency pastoral 

care, please contact Pastor Jennifer Marlor – email:  mailrevj@gmail.com.  Her cell 

phone number is 778-874-8249. 

 

 

OFFERING 

We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for 

many people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we 

are relying on our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you 

are able to continue to support our church during this time. There are many ways to 

give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 

● Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance through your bank) 

o  to sign up for PAR, please call Josephine Finnson at 204-261-6527 

● Sending weekly or monthly cheques (no cash, please) in the mail to: 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

930 Winakwa Road 

Winnipeg, MB  R2J 1E7 

 

We are thankful for your continued support! 
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PASTOR’S REGULAR OFFICE HOURS AT PRINCE OF PEACE 

MON - Prince of Peace  (10 am-1:00 pm) 

THUR - Prince of Peace  (1:00-4:00 pm) 

 

Note:  Pastor Jeremy will be taking vacation time March 30-April 1 ( see Announcements). 

  

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful: 

 

911 Emergency 

Dial 911 

 

Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 

1-204-986-6222 

 

Health Links (Info Sante) 

 (204) 788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257. 

 

24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 

Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba:  
204-925-0600 

 

Klinic Crisis Line 

204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 

TTY 204-784-4097 

 

Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 

1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 

 

Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 

1-800-668-6868 

 

Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 

204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 

TTY 204-784-4097 
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